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Carol Rasco .
Trustees: At Large Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy
\ The White House

Jean P, Boone c/o 0ld Executive Office Building ; ?h@fﬂv> lé?-ﬂ()’//:OZ)

Marjorie Bowens-Wheatley 725 17th Street, NW

Edward S. Grandis Washington, DC @if)h
Gwen McKinney l “ /@
Karen Mulhauser Dear Ms. Rasco, ,D

Arlie W. Schardt
It is with great pleasure that I write to invite you
to be a guest speaker at the American Forum’s upcoming
State Representatives conference which will be held on Friday, December 10-12 in g

Washington, DC.
Mary Weidler, Alabama

Charlene Carres, Florida I am writing at Lhe suggestion of one of our editorial
Malkia M'Buzi Moore, Georgia  board membergy Ernie Dumas/ Ernie is a board member of the
Dee Reid, North Carolina Arkansas Fofum™which was established last year, and the

Tom Turnipseed, South Carolina pykansag-fepresentative on our national board. He thought you
PatanMm,Vﬂgmm‘ would e interested in learning about the American Forum, a

nogprofit organization that helps to stimulate greater citizen
rticipation in public policy debate through the distribution
of op-ed commentary pieces by state experts to the print and
broadcast media.

F The American Forum is committed to strengthening
lé&b citizen participation in democracy by stimulating a free
“w exchange of information through the media.  Too often,
\ particularly at the state level, citizens feel left out of the
\!ép policy debate. - The American Forum, through it state editorial
boards, helps to improve the quality of debate on public policy
concerns by providing experts with access to the print and
broadcast media.

Recent articles produced by the Arkansas Forum, for
example, have included a discussion on children’s health care
by Dr. Charles Fields of the Children’s Hospital in Little
Rock. Each Forum board operates as an independent "citizen
think tank" identifying topics for articles, and experts to
write about such issues as health care, education, and the
environment. A media packet, which includes the op-ed, a press
release and a public service announcement, is distributed to
-all print and broadcast outlets in a given state.

The American Forum has state editorial boards
operating in twelve Southern states (Alabama, Arkansas,
Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South
Carolina, Tennessee, Texas and Virginia) and can reach on
Denice Zeck average more than 5.9 million households via print and 10.75
Executive Director million listeners and viewers by radio and television. These
"citizen think tanks" have prepared and distributed over 400
media packets on a wide-range of quality of life issues to the
state and local media. The media’s high usage of these
National Press Building materials attests to the commitment .and expertise of these
Suite 1250 boards. :
529 14th Street, NW. '
Washington, D.C. 20045-1203
Phone: (202) 638-1431
Fax: (202) 638-1434



To help us realize the full potential of the program, we are
holding a strategic planning conference on December 10 - 12th where we will
bring together more than seventy of our editorial board members from twelve
Southern states. At the conference we will discuss the important role of the
media in helping to build support for progressive change.

As a project committed to stimulating greater public policy
discussion through the state and local media in the South, we would be ot
interested in hearing from you about the Administration’s key policy concerns )
that might be of interest to our editorial boards.

Although I realize your schedule is very busy, we were hoping you
could spare some time to speak directly to the Forum’s editorial board
members. I thought you might be interested in seeing the list of board
members from the various state Forums. The individuals who made up our state
editorial boards are some of the most effective grassroots leaders in their
states and are leading the fight for change.

We are particularly excited by the number of Arkansas board
members who will be attending the conference: Don Hollingsworth, Chair of our
Arkansas Forum, Mary Dillard (Vice Chair), Gretchen Lile (Secretary) and Ernie
Dumas {State Representative), Zack Pollete, and Anne Clancy.

Maggie Williams, Chief of Staff to the First Lady, is a former
board member of the American Forum and, I’m sure would be more than happy to
talk with you about the Forum and our efforts.

The conference will provide a great opportunity to speak to our
editorial boards -- now representing twelve southern states -- about the
Administration’s priorities on health care, and other critical policy issues.
We believe that the Forum’s ability to speak directly to the public and
policymakers through the state and local media can play an important role in
helplng to assure that a progressive agenda moves forwg;é in the south...and

in the nation. /%M&«Cuﬁlbkﬁ’ ﬂ 5

We would be honored if you would agr to be a guest speaker at
our luncheon on Friday at theéggtional Press Club. / If that date is not
convenient we would be more than willing to work atround your schedule and your
time constraints. The conference will continue on Saturday and Sunday at the
Washington Marriott.

Your involvement would mean a great deal to the American Forum and
our state editorial boards. I would welcome an opportunity to talk with you
further and to answer any questions you /might have. Thanks again for your
consideration of this request.

mllltary After twelve long years
friend in the White House.
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'».Memo Arkansas Forum Arncle on The Budget Blll and Arkansas Taxpayers !
Toi+.Editors.

. 'F: om: Edmund Rennolds, Edltor 5-' L 'f e

et
N

Enclosed is a dlscusmon of crltlcal 1mportance that we thlnk your audlence wnll fmd
f.of’,great mterest. o :

P

’ The author is" Ernest Durnas Journahst in Resxdence at the Umversny '
‘V of. Central Arkansas.. Dumas ‘former ‘associate: edltor of the Arkansas f{{

" i Gazette, can be reached at (501) 663 7180 (m thtle Rock)

Ly

: The Arkansas Forum, a nonproflt nonpartisan orgamzation, prov1des the media with

“the’ views. of state experts on major pubhc concerns in order to st\mulate 1nformed
~dxscu331on. This materlal is for your free, unrestrlcted use. .

._A'COPY OF - THE COMMENTARY EDITORIAL OR NEWS ITEM WOULD BE

. ‘APPRECIATED, AS DOCUMENTATION OF MEDIA USE 'HELPS THE FORUM&_“"
. .‘~~OB’I‘AIN CONTINUED FUNDING." . -,




Clinton Presidential Records
Digital Records Marker

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff.

This marker identifies the place of a publication.

Publications have not been scanned in their entirety for the purpose
of digitization. To see the full publication please search online or*
visit the Clinton Presidential Library's Research Room.



"".’ﬁ’ARKANSAs FORUM . - S
© . PO Box 251107 - 0 LRl
thﬂe Rock AR 72225*1107

S June 30;. 1993~~-~ SRR

. .Memo Re Arkansas F’orum Artlele on Chlldren s Health Care
* To: Editors - . . S T LT
From. Edmund Rennolds,(Edttor v o

B e -

"::'-‘."Of great, mterest. .

.4” H ‘ ‘ ; ‘
The author, Dr. Charles FelldA is” an assoc:late professor of pedlatncs )
.at the Umversny of : Arkarisas. Medlcal School He can be reached at S
(501) 320 1438 (m thtle Rock) -

The: Arkansas F orum, a nonpmflt, nonpartlsan orgamzatlon, prov1des the medla w1th
the views of state: experts -on ‘majorr publlc concerns in order to stlmulate mformed
dlscussxen. Thls matenal is for your free unrestncted use.

"'A COPY OF THE COMMEN'I‘AR“ EDXATORIAL x"OR NEWS ITEM WOULD ) BE EO
APPRECIATED, AS, DOCUMENTATION OF MEDIA USE HELPS THE FORUM - "
_OBTAIN CONTINUED. FUNDING D e o
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Future‘for 177_000 umnsured Arkansas chlldren'?

S YACTN
i By Dr. Charles Felid
If ‘we value our children and consider them Amcn_cl;
5 fumre we must quickly Tind a way, a5 we reform the nation’s -

;fr;—?»‘

says an expert on children’s health care for Arkansas,

i ‘A 1990 study by the Arkansas Advocates for Children &
a Famdies determined that at least 20 percent of Arkansas chil-:
édren‘under 18 years of age were vininsured. Moré: recently,
‘analysis“by the non-profit Southern Institute on Children .,
and Families revealed that an even higher percentage —
translating into 177,000 children — were wuhout heallh
insurance in Arkansas.

{ " These studies may well understate the magnitutde of this:

“ crisis, says Dr, Charles Feild. “We know that many more

Arkaiisas children are underinsured — their policies fail to '

cover essential preventive and primary services,”

Feild, an associate professor of pediatrics at the Univemityf
of Arkansas Medical School, says that while minority chil-

dren are much more likely than white children to be wholly
uninsured, nationwide whites account for 76 percent of unin-

sured chlldren Similarly, even though poor children are more -

health care,system, {0 provide medical care to everyfchnld .

" 7| than twice as likely to be uninsured as the non-poor, those

with family incomes above the poveny level ‘account for two-
3 thndsofallmunsuredchﬂdren ' ?’,_ .

\
i ple, who represent our future, with basic health care,” says *

| $1,000 per year. Moreover, we are surcly spendmg far more ;
; '+ by denying them this care.”

\

‘ nizations saves $10 later in life. Yet, many Amcncan women
; still give birth without ever having seen a doctor, and our

i nation has one of the worst immunization records of any

‘{ Feild, in an article pubhshed by the Arkansas Forum. 3’
"i “Nationally, the average child’s full medical costs are only %

. The cost-effectiveness of providing médical care to chnl-..,
' dren and pregnant women is dramatic, says Feild. “We know, .
\for example, that every $1 invested in prenatal care saves $3 ¢
;in later costs an_d every $1 spent now on childhood immu-

Dr. chanss Faild is an associate prolessor of pedialrics at the University of

Arkansas Medical School in Little Rock. 1t is submitted by the Arkansas
Forum — a non-profit, non-partisan organization which prowdes views of .
stale experts to media lo stimulate informed discussion on major public

concems.

i industrialized nation, We know also that children who lack
“lt would cost relatively httle 0 provide these young peo‘

comprehensive health coverage are less apt to get adequate
preventivé and pnmary care, and are more likely to experi-
ence 1!1ness and expenslve hospital stays for prevcntable dis-
eases

Beyond the high financial costs of not providing adequate

'health care 10 our children are the social costs, notes Feild.

Children fighting disease or disability have less chance to . ‘

- learn, achieve and become productive citizens. :
Nor are such problems limited to the many children who .

lack basic health coverage, Feild notes. “Even families which

- do have insurance rarely have appropriate coverage. A child

with an undetected vision or hearing problem who sits at the
back of the classroom can develop permanent leaming and
emotional disabilities. Comprehensive screening for such
conditions should be a routine part of our health care. Yet, as
with immunization, 90 percent of all private insurance poli- -

~ cies do not cover such screening.”
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what he saysshon the state of the
children, cvensmany of those who

[ dohave healthcoverages “We
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primary services.
“It would cost relatively linls to
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also is imponmt, Feild says.

- broadex than most of us .

$1,000 per yeae. Moreoves, we
are surely spewding far more by
denying thess thig care.”

Feild bolswers bis argument
with this statement on cost- .
effectivencss “We know, fof ex-

" smple, that evexy $1 invesied in

preastal caresaves $3 i later
cosumdevuy&ltpcmmon

“Children fighing disease or dis-
ability have fesn chance w learn,
sthicve and tocome pmducuve
citizens.”
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think,"Even families which do
have imwmmay have ap-
proprinie coverage,” he vmlu A
child with amwdetected vision of
hearing problem wha sits at the
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‘screening forsach conditions
shouid be 2 otine part of owr

bealth care, Yeu, as with im-
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vate insurance:

cover such " '

major public #sues, Feild's article
paints oat the depth of the prob-
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But. 8s he nates, the problem of
Propriate covexage is
mdespmdm
The headlive o the anicle
states, “What Is the Future for
177,000 Kids 8 Arkansas Lack-
ing Health Yesarance?” s
The problem, of course, is not
Emited o Adkusisas, and as Feild
writes “I we walve our chifdren
and consider fem America’s fu-
ture we mustquickly find a way,
a5 we refom he sation's health
care system, i provide medical
care to cvery child.” ) !

PR . Trma
sarintmg BT




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASMINGTON =

July 30, 1993

COL Robert S. McGowan, USA (Ret)
c/o Mississipvi Porum ,
Post 0ffica Box 3515

Jackson, Misgissippi 39207-3515

Dear Robar<: |
Bill Winter shared your recent column with me,
and I wvant to thank you. -As I wrota Govermor
Winter, your column is very reassuring to me.

j I do think the new policy strikes a aansibla
f balance batwaen tha rights of individuals and
: the needs of the military.

Thanks.

Sincersly,

T‘fb\.,"b@uum\..
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Forcing the Military to Come Out of the Closet

By Robert S. McGowan,

Despite the military's current ban against homosexuals,
gays and lesbians are in every branch of the armed
forces, and have been for some time. The actual number of
gays in the military would probably prove astounding, if
it were knoun. They, like the vast majority of otherswho
have joined the military, serve with honor, dedication
and dignity; they have, until recently, kept their
sexual orientation secret.

During my years of service, from 1847 to 1978, I
participated in the much-feared desegregation of the
military. Blacks served with distinction in my tank, in
my platoon and in my company during the Korean UWar.
Later, during my three tours of duty in Vietnam, which
spanned 9 years, I left my blood on that battlefield
along with so many others. It all ran red.

By that time, men of color made up B85 percent of my
cavalry squadron. Every one of the soldiers in the
squadron was brave and loyal and did the best he could. I

suspect just a few gays served under my command. I.

suspect just a few of the 84 soldiers who died under my
command, following my orders, were gay. And I can assure
you, I cried at the death of each of my soldiers. I cared
not his race, his ethnic background, his religious
beliefs. Nor would I have cared, had I knoun, what his
sexual orientation might bave been. .

Because gays have served in the armed forces for many .

years, inevery national cemetery throughout the country
are hallowed graves of soldiers, sailors and airmen who
fought and died in combat who were gay. Or those who
retired honorably and died of matural causes who were

gay.

The issue, therefore, is not whether gays make good
soldiers, From the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
down to the lowest assistant squad leader, the present
chain of command knows that gays make good soldiers,
competent soldiers, soldiers who can be relied upon in
war, and when getting ready to fight the next war.

The issue is that.gays, at least a few gays, want to be
recognized as an identifiable group. On the other side of
the debate are those would prefer that gays remain in the
closet, and that the military continue to be a club for
"real"” men and women only. They argue that gays would
sully the reputation of the military. Gays would not be
accepted, they assert, and would be harassed, ridiculed,
beat up and murdered, as some have been already.

 commissary

So there appears to be an irreconcilable impasse, at
least in the trenches. But those in the trenches do not
issue the orders,. The orders are issued by the commander
in ¢hief, the president of the United States.

And the president and every member of the armed forces

-have pledged to uphold the Constitution of the United

States. That Comstitution ensures that no man or woman
will be subjected to discriminationdue to race, gender,
religion, disability or ethnic. origin, Just add to the
list of ™no discrimination allowed" the category of
sexual orientation and be done with it.

Instead of thrashing at the windmill of whether gays
should serve, there are many subsidiary issues the
military must solve. For example, is base housing
available to a same-sex couple? Can such a couple be
considered a family? What about medical, BX and
privileges? Survivor benefits? A
heterosexual couple living together but not married
enjoys none of these benefits. Should a gay couple? What
about ID cards? Can two individuals of the same sex be

"legally married? What documentation would be necessary

for such a union? What about the children of a gay parent,

-natural or adopted -~ what are their rights as military

dependents?

These issues should keep the Pentagon planrers and
managers busy for years. In the meantime, gays should
continue to serve, as they do now. Those few generals,
admirals, colonels and captains who are threatening to
resign out of indignation or because of their inability
to follow the orders of their commander in chief should
do so and get out of the way.

The opportunity to serve our nationmust not be denied to
any group or individual, just because they might be
"different.” We should permit gays and lesbians who so
wish continue to do as they have always done -~ to of fer

. their lives in service to country.

McGowan, a Jackson resident and a retired Army colonel,
has been awarded the Distinguished Service Cross, four

~ Silver Stars and three Purple Hearts.

Copyright {(C) 1993 by the Mississippi Forum. The Forum is
an educational organization that provides the mediawith
the views of state experts on major public issues.
Letters should be sent to the Forum, P.0. Box 3515,
Jackson, M5, 39207-3515
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AMERICAN FORUM

Organization: American Forum

g .—_'-'? National Press Bldg.
== = 520 lath Street N.U.
] ‘ Suite 1250
— —_— Washington, DC 20045
— (202) 638-1431

"AMERICAN FORUM MISSION

American Forum is a national clearinghouse for editorial opinion, organized through
individual Forums in each participating state which function as editorial boards.
American forum provides professionally prepared and easily used materials to
print and broadcast media seeking commentary from an in—state point of view. It
gives prominent and authoritative proponents of progressive measures an audience in
their own communities and greater access to modern means of communication.

) - THE PROGRAM

The American Forum is operating in eleven Southern states including Alabama,
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South
Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia and can reach on a monthly basis 5.9
million households through the print media and over 10.75 million adults via radio

and tv.

The key to our program is our state editorial boards which serve as "think tanks"
identifying story concepts and authors. The American Forum provides the state
editorial boards with production, fundraising and other logistical assistance.
This model maximizes ownership at the state level, minimizes cost and most
importantly frees the members of each of these citizen "think tanks" to do what they
do best: To identify creative solutions to society's most urgent problems.

Each media packet is sent out in the form of an op-ed article for use by the print
media and a shorter press release and public service announcement for use by the
broadcast stations. The message reaches on average 25 to 33 percent of th=
households in a given state via print and 40 percent of the adult listeners/vieswars

via the broadcast media.

Over one-third of the state media uses a given Forum piece. This reflects the
media's hunger for intelligent commentary on state issues and the skill of the
citizen think tanks who meet in each of the Forum states to determine topics,
authors, and timing of media packets, which capture the intellectual power of local
experts. While speaking to wide ranging "quality-of-life" issues such as infant
mortality, illiteracy, toxic wastes, and the death penalty, the discussions are
typically framed in such terms of cost-benefit ratios to create a consensus for

progressive change.

American Forum illustrates, we think, the genius of American federalism, with its
emphasis on local initiative. This focus is particularly important in the context
of the historic transfer of decision making and responsibility to the states since
1980. Increasingly, the most innovative policies dealing with our society's
problems are being formulated in the state houses -—— whers the forum hits home.
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AMERICAN FORUM: THE IMPACT AND POTENTIAL

Based on figures from our experience in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee,
. Mississippi and Virginia; and on research of Texas, Arkansas, Louisiana and Kentucky state media data.

State

Print Radio listeners TV viewers
Alabama 350,000 500,000 350,000
Arkansas 300,000 400,000 200,000
Florida 1,000,000 1,300,000 800,000
Georgia 425,000 575,000 425,000
Kentucky 400,000 350,000 200,000
Louisiana 400,000 400,000 200,000
Mississippi 350,000 400,000 300,000
North Carolina 500, 000 730,000 470,000
South Carolina 375,000 450,000 350,000
Tennessee 350,000 550,000 450,000
Texas 1,200,000 1,600,000 950,000
Virginia 600, 000 750,000 450,000
Media Outlets
Print Radio ; Television
newspapers stations stations
daily commercial commercial
weekly public/educational public/educational
college
religious
Targeted Decisionmakers
1. editorial page editors 1. gateway radio stations 1. assignment editors
2. wire service editors 2. wire service editors 2. talk show hosts
3. city editors 3. news directors 3. public service directors
4, selected reporters 4, public service directors '
5. talk show hosts
6. commentators
Use of Forum Materials
1. op—ed articles (750 words) 1. talk shows 1. documentary/series
2. news briefs (300 words) 2. news bites 2. talk shows
3. ideas for longer news 3. public service announcements 3. news bites
4. news/editorial background 4. commentary ' 4. editorials
5. news/editorial. background 5.

news/editorial background
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WHAT THE EDITORS SAY ABOUT THE FORUM

FLORIDA

"We have been very impressed with the Forum. The quality is extremely high. We
have used almost every column we have received and expect to continue d01ng

so." —— Robert Pittman, editorial page editor, St. Petersburg Times

"We appreciate getting the Florida Forum pieces and use them regularly, It is
a valuable service because it focuses on state issues, which otherwise get
little attention." —— Mike Murphy, op-ed page editor, Orlando Sentinel

"The Forum media packets are extremely useful for news stories. Keep them
coming." — Steve Boyer, assignment editor, WSVN-TV in Miami

"The Forum material is extremely valuable." — Kingsley Guy, editorial page
editor, Ft. Lauderdale News & Sun Sentinel

"We have used a number of the Forum topics for local news stories." — Joe

Moore, assignment editor, WSHG-TV, in Panama City

"We welcome the Forum articles. We run material on state issues as often as we

can get it. The Forum fills an almost total vacuum." — Lamar Thames, op-ed
page editor, Jacksonville Times-Union

GEORGIA

"We use the Forum columns regularly. The quality is extraordimary. In fact, we

would like to receive one article a week." Peter Kent, op-ed page editor,
Atlanta Constitution

"The Forum material is all very good." — Tom Coffey, editorial page editor,
Savannah News-Press

"We use almost everything you send.” — Isabel Wright, associate editor of the

Macon News

"I read the columns with interest. They are good." — Bill Kent, Editorial
Page Editor, Augusta Herald



NORTH CAROLINA

"We use almost everything the Forum sends us. Keep them coming." — Ed
Williams, op-ed page editor of the Charlotte Observer

"The quality of the Forum articles is extraordinary. We expect to continue
using them regularly.” — Dave DuBuisson, op-ed page editor of the Greensboro

News & Record

"We expect to continue using the Forum material with high frequency." — Bryan
Haislip, editorial page editor of the Winston-Salem Journal

"We usually use the Forum material one way or another.” — Joe Glennon,
assignment editor for WPTF~IV in Raleigh :

| "My news team did a local story on illiteracy, based on the Forum piece we

received. The material you supply us provides good, basic info;?ation. It
saves us a great deal of time." — Raeford Brown, assignment editor of WECT-TV

in Wilmington
SOUTH CAROLINA

The Forum articles are very interesting. We use them frequently." — Robert
Cox, editorial page editor of the Charleston News & Courier

"The Forum material is excellent.” — Tom Inman, editorial page editor of the
Greenville News

"I can't imagine anyone in our business not being very anxious to get the kind
of material the Forum provides. The Forum helps enlighten and educate the
media and the public. — Bill Sharpe, managing editor, WCSC-TV in Charleston.

"The Forum is a great source of information for us. We look for material like
that which helps our audience understand the issues." — Darryl Huger,

assignment editor for WIX in Columbia

VIRGINIA

"I frequently use Forum ideas for my talk show and in editorial conferences."
Charlotte Asherman, director of public affairs programming and talk show

producer, WSET-TV Lynchburg

"We love them. Even the packets we don't use directly are helpful for
background. They are extremely useful because of the contacts. We put the
contacts on a rolodex. It is helpful because you have a lot of sources that we
don't have." — Mike Gooding, assigment editor, WVEC-TV, in Norfolk

"We are inundated with syndicated columns and other material that Speaks to
national and international issues. But we receive almost nothing that
addresses state issues. The Forum fills a huge void, and we use every column
we receive," — Bill Wood, editorial page editor, Norfolk Virginian-Pilot

"The Forum's articles are uniformly intelligent. We appreciate getting them
and expect to continue using them regularly." — Geoff Seaman, op-ed page

editor, Roanoke Times

"The Forum material adds depth and perspective to our editorial page. Seep up
the good work." — Ernie Gates, editorial page editor, Newport News Daily
Press



ALABAMA

"We always look forward to receiving the Forummaterial. The Forumis a good idea. We
receive no in-state material. For material on Alabama, we must either self-generate

or die." - Ken Stickney, editorial page editor, Tuscaloosa News

"I like getting the Alabama Forum material." - Ron Casey, editorial page editor,

Birmingham News

"Keep sending your articles!" - Tom Wright of the Decatur Daily

"It's a wonderful idea! You hit on the key issues and use experts who can devote
time to in-depth research." - Connie Hancock, talk show producer, WISU-TV, Anniston

TENNESSEE

"We use the articles. They are extremely useful " - Doug Headrick, editorial page

editor, Athens Daily Post

"We are impressed with the quality of the articles and are happy to get them. They are
very well done. We have used two ( out of four ) so far." - Dan Coleman, editorial
page editor, Nashville Banner

"We have used several of the columns. The quality is excellent,a nd we hope the
service will continue." - Sandra Roberts, executive editor, Nashville Tennessean

"T use the articles and find them very helpful. I really apprec1ate the service."

- Donnie Denny, news director, WCOR-AM, Lebanon
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Durwood McAllster, Editorial Page Editor

-~ E}JB Aﬂaﬂm Z{mn’n&l Post Office Box 4680  Atianta, Georgla 30302 {404) 526-5310

September 13, 1988

Mr. Ward Kirlin, Chair
Georgia Forum

P.0. Box 2210
Decatur, Ga. 30031

Dear Ward,

I've intended for weeks to drop the Forum board a note of thanks for inviting
me to its meeting earlier this summer. Well, better late than never.

Really, my gratitude to the Forum goes beyond just the evening's invitation,
it extends to the presence of the group within our state. The Forum provides a
unique service not only to Georgia's residents but also to the state's media
community. ‘

My experiences within editorial departments, both as an opinion-page editor
and as an editorialist, have taught me that debates on public policy are never
simply a matter of right or wrong, good or bad, just or unjust. Airing the
plethora of viewpoints on a topic is essential to informed, thoughtful
decision making. An informed citizen is the bedrock of our democracy and the
guardian of our rights. :

Yes, perhaps I'm being a bit dramatic, but the assumption is the philosophical
foundation of journalism. Unfortunately, it isn't always abided by. There are
times when we, the media, fail to address an issue or to cover it adequately.
For a large newspaper, there's no excuse. For small.newspapers, however,
excuses can be made —- often, they simply don't have the financial and human
resources necessary for complete coverage.

The Georgia Forum, by providing factual, well-reasoned and articulate essays
by topical experts, fills in the gaps in coverage left by large and small
newspapers alike. Forum articles offer the public information and viewpoints
that help shape thought and focus debate. For instance, I recall the Forum
piece Ms. Frances Pauley authored on the need for a Georgia open-meetings law.
While the media advocated the law, coverage tended to concentrate on the
political infighting surrounding passage of the bill. Ms. Pauley took another
tack, she wrote of rights — that government exists for the governed -- and of
her experiences of being shut out of a process that pledges itself to serve
her as a citizen.



What made Ms. Pauley's essay compelling derived not only from her words, it
came also from the publlc s ability to identify with her as a citizen who
wanted things set right. There is your greatest. power. The Forum, composed of
concerned, ordinary individuals, has the capability of serving as the

conscience of the community.

It is an organlzatlon that belleves in the strength of vox populi and
vigorously represents it.

Goodness, I didn't intend to be so windy, but you folks deserve the praise.
The meeting I attended that night invigorated me. The people there were
dedicated to improving our state and willing to volunteer their time to fulfil
that mission. While we may disagree how best to achieve the goal, I came away
with an appreciation of your views. The Forum is an able and feisty contestant

in the arena of public debate.

Keep up the godd work.

Sincerely,

=5, %t

Peter J. Kent



ALABAMA
1Tax Refarm:

2Cean Alr

3Land Acquisition

4 Abortion

5 Family Leave

6 Alt, Sentencing

7 Medicaid

8 Indigent Defere

9 Minority Fann B
10 Teenage Pregnancy
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11 Alt. Sentencing

12 Tax Reform

13 Educational Equity
14 Sex Edueration

15 Heaithcare

16 Science Education

17 Reproductive Rights
18 Chip Mills

19 History Edueation
20 Wetlands

FLORIDA

1987

1State Financing
2Sentencing Guideliney

AMERICAN FORUM LIST OF ARTICLES

Joyor Woodiwarth

Ben Taylor/Tim Price
Kathy Stiles Cooley
Marion Walker
Nazcy Woriey
Joweph Pheips

" Max Michael

Diesoiis Balske
Bees Cunmingham
Fred Dauser

Allen Tapley
Joxign C.C Torbers
Cocrge Prewitt

Laxsy Rodick
Townmend Walker, Sr.
Dt Mullens '

Rev. Thomas L. Jackson
Mike Dalen

Lexk Rawis Atkins, PR.D

Kyle Crider

Jamnes Baccines
AlanC Sundberg

3 Constitutional Convention Talbot IYAlemberts

4 Deach Penalty
5Gender Bias

6 Indigent Health Care
7 Prison Construction
8 Foreign Laborers

9 Textbook Censcrship
10 Foster Care

11 Bork Nomination
12 Service Tax

1988

13 Dropouts

14 Runaways

15 Growth

16 Daycare
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17 Homeless Familles
18 Prison Construction
19 Juvenile Curfew
20 Clean Water

21 Child Abusa
22 Parental Leave

23 Dropouts

1990

24 Oif Drilling
25 Migrant Workers
26 Land Acquisition .

Rep. pmes C. Burke
Chaziene Carres
John [ Schiine
Rencall C. Berg, Jr.
Permy Chang

Lanry Spaiding
Jackfzvine
Betcher Baldwin
Dexmrinic Calabro

Betty Castor
Bl Bentley
Nathaniel Reed
Budd Bell

Jim Hardizon

Peter Stegat

FRobyn Bimmer

Suxy Rubl

Beext Taylor

Sen. Helen Gardon Davis
Robys Bhizaner

Axn Whitfield
Kazem Woodal!
Sen. Gearge Kirkpatrick

Rep. Thomas Drage
27 Evervisdes Sen. Robert Graham
28 Developmient Nat Reed
30 latergenerstionai Conflict Willlaz Bell

199 .
B Mintoonm Wage Kasen Woodall
3 Goommityve. Cowd. Baddy Mckay
35 Anti Crime MuyCoombs
35 Schooldloked Clinics  Rep. Lot» Frankel
92
37 Mental Henith Wayne Dreggoes
38 Tax Reform Parker Thomsn
29 Migrant Workers Blsine Roberty
40 Rodman Dam David Gocikey
41 Hatn Crimes mwﬁfmf’w
QEndingeredSpecis  RobGoodwin
GTORGIA
1988
1AFDC Betsy Stane
2Juvenia fustios Fion. Qlarence Cooper
2 Plane Vogda Hou. Roy E Bamnss
AWorkerDrog Testing =~ GeaeGamers
5 Defense Spending Jay M. Stein
6Acid Rain w
THimger BIII Bolling
» Gasy Gundersoa
1987
8 Daycare Barbarx Reed
9&"’@‘3&8&“ Frances Pauley
10Nuciesy Power/ Chemobyt Tim johnsan
11 Religious Freedom Gene Gueren
12 Foster Kids Rick McDevitt
13Ceorgia’s Farm Debt  Martha Miller
14 AIDS Jean Levive
1988
15 Homnebevsrieny James W. Beaty
16 Langterm Heaith Care Vit Ostrander
17 Schoal Discipline Mariiyn Gootman
18 Housing Trust Fimd Bill Bolling
19 Vater Tumout Ed Brown
ml’ i-n l’i Em:y&m
1989
21 Indigent Defense Sen Roy Bames
. Paud |, Kllpatrick
2 Homeiess Mark Yates/Anita Beaty
2 Abordon W. Newron Long M.D.
25 Dayesre Frank Caven
25 Hazardors Waste . Lausie Fowier
27 Rural Hospitals Ray Brees
28 Houstng Tt Fund Hill Bolliag
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29 Lemon Law
30Fa§nﬂyLe.we

31 Nuciear Radiation
32 Minerity Farm Bl
.‘Bﬂﬁahmm
34 lndependent Care
35 Hazarcious Wasey

QM&MA&&

33 Hilboards

39 School Linked Clinice

41 Child Care

NORTH CAROLINA
1985
1 lafant M.

2 HznrdeamSmng

3 Day Care

4 State de Local Tax Cugy °

5 Right to Know

6 Juvenile Incareeration
7 Bigoted Violence
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9 Ncommdfhmma

10 Housing NC's Pocr
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1986

12 Mmm!.mha-lﬁng
13 Miteracy

14 Grovp Homes

15 Rape Crisis Centery
16 Hazardous Waste

Joyen Kohlenberg Kinnand

Qndis Gmeron
T Cormex

Ralph Paige
Hans Neuhauser

Frances Hallahan
Henry Slack
Heather Gray
Spencer{ee

John Narton

Marc Wetherhomn
Anne W, Eramieite
Plerre Howard
JoanCates
Willlam Sheehan
Sheiley Rose
Palumbo, and Williams

Paul Neville
Alan Huffman

Judy Barber

Dean Faullmer Wells
Lamar Weems
Margzit Guner
Rims Barber

Barbars Powsil

John Stack, PaD
Deirdre farmey, PAD
John W. DeGroots MD.
Steve Overman

Dr. Esxl Stegel
John Runide
Sen. Limx Tally
Tom Gllmore
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Linda Garrou
Mab Segrest
Todd Miller

Rev. Cally Roger=-Witte
Donald Saundery
Andrew Dobelstein

Rev. John Mendez
Ben T. Craig

Jan
Kathleen Carpenter

17 Pablic Preschoal John Niblock

18 Arbitrary Firings Lesh Wise

19 Land Ownership - Bob Hall

21 Schook Financing Richand King

22 NC's Homeless Acn Fensel

wr

23 Prentat Consent Rav, Deborah Steely
24 Fod Tax Poul Lustke

25 Mixienr Power Devid Marnio

26 Sehool Disciptine Rep. Marie W. Colton
27 tdigent Health Cars Pam Sllberman

28 SECompuct (Pro/Con)  Linels Litle/Maricn Nichol
29 Midiation Centers Dee Reid

30 Children & Poverty Jdbor Therner

31 Add Rain Millis Buchanan

22 Food Bank Aane Register

1988

23 Hacks & AIDS Cash Michaels

38 Qilld Abuse Jomme Lenzer

35 Pay Equity Quistina Greene

36 Children & Welfare  Willlam Crawford
37 Huneiewmess Asne Burka

199

33 Altemative Sentencing  LaoRubert

39 Gandition of Children ~ Margaret Arbuckle
40 Pextcides Nancy Barnhurdt

41 Repetitive Moticn Injuries Tobd Lippin

& Comprrumity Servien Pemela Mayers

43 Caporal Punishment ~ Richard Clifford
1990

44 Wettands Doug Racier

45 Family Leave Pat Bullard

4 TauxEquity Jarss Ramaquist

47 Minority Farm BII David Harris

4 Lowhoome Howsing~~ Linds Shaw

49 Palice Brutality Quaistina Davis-McCoy
50 Heihcare Lynice Willlams
1991

51 Ant-Gay Violence Mab Segrest

2C ion Finance Patricia Watte

5 Worker's Safety Mark Schulz

58 TaxBeform Caudia Kadis

55 Underskilled Workers ~ Gearge Anutry

% Mammograms Samah Babb

57 Facster's Markets Qusies Thompsan
58 Beadh Erceion Dan Bewe

59 Dexth Penalty Elmer Schwertman
60 Chfld Care Flarence Classer

61 Hunger Jan Dodds

1992

& Aborsion Rev. Thamas R. Mann
63 Water Quality Dx. Virginia Reynaud
64 Bableds Drugs Birbara Zelter Earls
& Llang Tam Caze Sandrs Crawford Leak
66 Stalking BIR Sen. Heica Marvin
£8 Learning Disabled Rebecas Felton
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1988
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15 Wetlands Jon Chandler
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17 Corporsi Punishment ~~ Carol Oropailo
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21 Mincrity Farm Bl Nathaniel Husser
22 Warld Summit Children Marjorie Trifon
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TENNESSEE
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1989
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5 Campaign Finance Reform Tripp Hont/Dick Willlams
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19 Victiands Larry |. Semith
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24 Ak Pollution James Teamed
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1 AlmtiveSentencing ~ Jude Filler

1992
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4 Free Tzde Robert|. King

5 Bloction Fund Mary Nell Mathis
VIRCINIA
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1 w Dale Pittman
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6 Food Samps Rick Ggan

1om2 Bristow Hardin

7 Reagzxurics w

SERA Dale Laney

9 PublicSchoais Jobn McMama

10 Voting Rights Frank Packer

11 Death Penaity Bl Geimer

12 Crextionism Rabert Bourdeaux
13 Conmimtional Amendment Sen. Wiley Mitchell
18 Uranizsn Mining Basbarz L\mbm
15 Utility Diversifiation  Taylar Cousins
o Chuistie V.

16 Voter tion tstie Vemncn
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18 JudgeSelection Ralph Grimsley
191982 Bections, part | Larry Sabato
201982 Flections, part 1l Lamry Sabato

21 Commmetty College ~ Richard Baauchamp
e R Fluup Sparks

23 Taxic Wastes Tim Hayes

28 Nuciesr Power Ads Mary Ellen Griffith



26 Coal Slurry, part [
27 Coal Shary, part
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29 Pay Equity

30 Urantum Mining

31 Rehrnable Bottles
32 Infant Martality

33 Nuciear Freeze

34 High Tech Education

Joswph B Bateram, jr.
Cuaklacy

Rhoda L Mazar
Velrs Smith

" Bessie Cazter

Rine Geadk
Bishop Walter Sullivan

35 Ald to Dependent Childreniisvid Batley

36 Mental Health Florrme Segal
37 Cuts in Eldery Programs  Donald W. Stone
38 Hunger in Virginia Debble Oswait
39 Miteracy Maory Sms
1985
40 Uranium Mining R Maxzxy
41 Bottte BN Pat Fanilin
42 Voter Registration Chan Kendrick
43 Nuciesr War Bishop Walter Sallivan
44 Indigent Defense Wililzm D. Dolan [T
45 Nicarsgua Kaxl Bermann
46 Textbook Censarshlp ~ Mangaet Marston
47 Family Planning Ben Greenberg
49 Migrant Warkers Willa Fey McKenna /G. Schell
1986
50 Bottle B Lizwand Holion
51 Martin Luther King Rev. Certis Harrls
52 Parental Consent Edythe Harrison
34 Family Farms Rick Cagen
Pattt Nesbitt-Habib
55 ARC - Appalachia  Cong Ridk Boucher
56 Constitutional Carvention Bill Spoog
57 Prisons Lsoaed E Dolxin
58 Religious Freedom Melvin Grofaky
59 Handicapped Children  Kelley Brandt
60 Hunger / PotatoProject ~ Ray Bachanan
61 Historicai Christmas  Joy Hakim
1987
6 Housing Kari Brew
63 Legislative Ethicy Kevin Laxigan
64 Nuciear Power/ Chemobyl Thayer Cary/ Scott Denman
65 Death Penalty BJ Brows Deviin
66 Tenure & Comm . Colleges  Alexsuder Sedgwick
67 Ulility Rates Jem Ann Fox
1988
68 Mental Health Funding  Henry Howe't *-
69 Daycare ‘ Marizs M. Houk
70 School Breakfast Program Bill Cooper
71 Mass Bum Bartam Bock
72 Wetlands Leo Sonewd
74 Liver Transplants Joim Robbiss
75 Cammunity Colleges Joseph Aduns
1989
76 Value Engineering Chazies Bmwn
77 Pesticides Willism Bmaddus
78 Hamelesness Sos Capers
79 Poison Rumoff. Bob Adier
81 Prisen Comtrixction D Leossed Dobrin

82 Mortgage

Jeffrey W. Landon

Hugh O'Donnell

8 Unmnployment

84 Minority Ferm BII Eroest Bloomt

i — David S. Batley

85 Roxal Ecom. Development  Luke Staengi

87 Death Penalty Richard Morefield
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89 Cradit Fnsrsnos Jomo A Fox

91 Recycling : Robert O'Nedll

$2 Earnad Encome Tax Credit Sas Capers

93 Parental Cansent Edythe Harrison

9 Poison Runodf Del. Vincent Callshan

95 Redistricting Tom Marris

96 Tobacen B! Kovarick

97 Waekiares 2000 Alan Wortzel

B GeargeMasns (BORD  Chilef Justice Harry Carrico

99 Eastern VA Development  Gerald P, McCarthy

100 129 Amendment (BOR IN) Robert O'Neil

01 Educational Equity Dr. Kenneth Walker

102 Rillboards Sally Cldham

¥8 EconomicConversion. ol Accoeding

108 91/ 1028 Amend. BOR 1T Thamas R. Morris

0 Church/State (BOR IV) Jamen A, Payna

08 Taxen Jobo Bowrman

107 Qvil Rights (BOR V) Qliver HI!
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108 Homger Sen. Robert C, Scort
Del. Robert S. Bloxom

109 Healthenre Gov. Doug Wilder

110 Medical Waste Bartama Buck

112 Nuciear Test Ban Walter F. Sullivan

112 Infant Mortality Lynda johnacn Robb
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Lawrence F.
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Kathleen
Mike

Migi & Paul
Jim

Mary
Marilyn
Randall
Nancy

Alabama Forum Board
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Cox
Forrister

" Gardella

Jones
Kinnzey
Martin
Odom
Rilling
Tayvlor
Weidler
Williams
Williams
Worley
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ODr. William
Martha
Don
Michael
Frank
Brounie
Gretchen
Pat

Or. Sara
Zack
Linda
Dr. Roby
James
John K.
Dan

Arkansas Forum Board
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Boucher
Brantley

‘Clancy

Dillard
Dumas
Gordaon
Harrison
Hiett
Hollingsworth
Jackson
Lambright
Ledbetter
Lile

Lile
Murphy
Polett
Polk
Robertson
Smith
Woodruff
Zimmerman



- FLORIDA FORUM

Florida Forum Board

firstname
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Charlene
Karen

Gene
Patricia
Michael D,
John
Arthur J.
Tal

Paul

Tom

Betsy

Bob

Jack

Jim

Robert
Wendell N.
Max

George H.
Chris
Peter M.
John Edward
Martha
Larry Helm

Judith Delaney

Glenda
Karen
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Afterman
Bell
Bentley
Bloom
Blumner
Burr

Carres
Clarke

Cook

Curtis
Cusick
Daigle
England, IJr.
Fair

Jess

Julin, Esq.
Kaplan
Kerstein
lLevine
Murley
Parks, Esqg.
Rollason
Rothman
Sheldon
Shuh
Siegel, Esq.
Smith, Esqg.
Solomon
Spalding
Vallee

Wood
Woodall
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Esq.
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Georgia Forum Board
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Stewart
Bill

Joan

Sam
Stephanie
Ogden
Laurie -
‘Heather
Bill

Tim
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‘Chuck
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John

Frances

Rick

Loretta

Ellen

Brenda

Ann Wells.
Diane
Bob

Page
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Collier
Davis-
Doremus
Fowler
Gray
Holland
Johnson
Johnson
Jones
McGrady
Moore
Noarton
Pauley
Reed
Ross
Spears
Sullivan
White
Williamson
Woodall
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Louisiana Forum Steering Committee
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Dennis
John
Terri
Staffas
Marsha
Rosemae & Bernard
Pat
Marcus
Ron

David
Cheryl
Audrey
Elizabeth
Linetta J.
Gary
Lance
Juan
Laura
Tamara
Carolyn (Blondie)
Patrick
Darryl
Richard
Dan
Marylee
Brad

Bill
Florence
Meg

Robin

Kit

Nina

Bill

Judy

Amy

Tim

Jim
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Alenzo
Baker
Bartlett
Broussard
Broussard
Broussard
Bryant
Carson
Chisom
Czernik
Daniels
Evans
Franks
Gilbert

- Groesch

Hill
Hinds
Johnsaon
Kreinin
Labouisse
Mahon
Malek-Wiley
McCarthy
Nicolai
Orr

ott
Quigley
Robinsoan
Ross
Rothrock
Senter
Shulman
Temmick
Watts
Weaver
Wise
Witcher
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P.O. Box 563 .
Jackson, MS 39205-0563

Mississippi Forum Board-
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Rims Barber
Judy ‘ Barber
Bob & Betty Jo Hines Boyd
Bill Chandler
Holden M. Clarke
Sid Davis
Margrit Garner
Wilson Gaolden
Evans & Betty Harrington
Henry Kirksey
Robert McElvaine
Deirdre & Robert McGowan
Brenda Morant
Genia Margan
Paul Neville
Wendell Parris
Randy Patterson
Barbara Pouell
Eddie Sandifer
Elizabeth Sharpe
Honorable Marcia Weaver
William "Marty"” Ueisman
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Bobbie Armstrong
Cindy Barker
Pat Bullard
Tom Dickens
Barbara Zelter Earls
Thomas Erwin
David Harris
David Howells
J. Edwin King
Anne Mackise
Shirley McClain
Marya McNeigh
Jan Ramguist
Dee Reid

Cathy R. Stuart
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P.O. Box 5183
Five Points Branch
Coiumbia, S.C. 29250

South Carolina Forum Board

firstname
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Steven
Jimmy
Margaret
John & Robin
Betsy

Sarah
Joanne
Delaine A.
Beverly

Ben H.
Martha

Bob

Sally

Guy

Harriet H.
Marvin I.
Joan
William
Becky

Susie

Fred & Peggy
Elizabeth
Fred

Jan Collins
Karen

Pete

Mar jorie

- Tom

David
Kathleen
Mary
Rudy
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Bates
Chandler
Davidson
Dean
DuRant
Fox
Fraser .
Frierson
Frierson
Gregg, Jr.
Griffin
Guild
Hardin
Jones
Keyserling
Lare

Lare
McIntosh
Miles
Nickles
Jgburn
Patterson
Reese
Stucker
Sundstrom
Tepley
Trifon
Turnipseed
Whiteman
Whitten
Williams
Williams
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Nashville, Tennessee 37212

Tennessee Forum Board

firstname lastname
Bob Allen
Nkecluy Ajanaku& Amoja Abdul Ahad
Elizabeth Barger
Karen Bernstine
Charlie Blair
Roger ‘ Blue
Gordon Bonnyman
Mary Ellen Bowen
Mary Buckner
Jennifer Calduell
Rozell Caldwell
Maxine Carrxuth
Joyce Dickerman
Tony . Garr

Jean Harrington
Ann & Jim Harter
Kathryn Hearne
David Hedgepath
Karl Kurka
Ellen Lehman
Angela Manual
Joyce Marshall
Linda C. Moynihan
Nancy Niehouse
Rand Pearson
Oswald Schrag
Larry Smith
Dale Snapp
Nancy Stewart
Ann Tidwell
James Tramel
Hubert Van Tol
Anne Warren-Jenkins

Harmon Wray
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TEXAS
LONE STAR FORUM

P.O. Box 161294
Austin, Texas 78716-1294

Texas Lone Star Forum Board
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Barbara Aldave
Judge Barkman
Victoria Benitez
Janee Briesemeister
Pam Brown
Cecilia Bustamante
Steve Carr

Mark Coats
Robert Cullic
Susan DeMarco
Ty Fain

Jude Filler
Cecilia Gonzalez
Chuck Halloran
John Henneberger
John Hildreth
Reggie James
Mary Kelley
Bob King
Leslie Lanham
Rebecca Lightsey
Elisa Lyles
Mark Mathis
Honerable Glen Maxey
Lisa McGiffert
Catherine Mears
James Mickelson
Laura Munoz
Honorable Elliot Naishtat
Cecile . Richards
Geoffrey Rips

Mary Sanger
Brigid Shea

Tom Smith
Dianne Stewart
Larry Swift
Saralee Tiede
John Umphress
Ban . Van Cleve

Ed

‘Wendler
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VIRGINIA FORUM

P.O. Box 242
Richmond, Virginia 23202-0242

Virginia Forum Board

firstname lastnanme
Karl Bran

Rick Cagan

Etna Carr

Paul Fleisher
Chuck Georgs
Susanne Kelly

Gail Nardi

8. Norris Vassar



- AMERICAN FORUM REPORT

The past year has been a very busy time for the American Forum. In July the
Forum relocated its offices to the center of media activity in the nation -- the
National Press Building. Through the National Press Club and Library we have
access to on-line newspaper databases like NEXIS, VU-TEXT and DATATIMES, and the
Washington bureaus of many Southern newspapers.

The Arkansas and Louisiana Forums began publication in December. With the
addition of these two new states the Forum now has projects operating in eleven
Southern states. The Forum's network has grown from 150 volunteer board members
active in nine states to more than 200 volunteer board members in eleven states.
A Forum in Kentucky is in. development and plans are now underway to take this
program to other regions of the country.

The Forum's ability to reach audiences has also greatly expanded. The average
number of households reached via print has grown from 4 million to 5.9 million,
and the number of listeners/viewers reached by broadcast has grown from 7 to 8
million to 10.75 million. Often these numbers are greater, given the increasing
use of Forum materials by wire services.

The investment made in the Forum continues té reap rich rewards...

..since 1981 more than 350 articles on a wide range of quality of life
issues have already made their way onto the editorial pages of large and small
dailies and weeklies throughout the South. Papers from the Greene County
Democrat (cirec. 3,500) in Alabama...to the Charlotte Observer (circ. 269,435)
in North Carolina...consistently rely on the Forum for information that addresses
issues of concern in their states.

: ...over 40 percent of all radio stations surveyed...many with country
and gospel formats...regularly use Forum public service announcements. More and
more stations are interviewing the authors for talk show programs. Forum pieces
are also regularly picked up by the radio news networks -- gateway radio stations
-- with 70 to 100 subscriber stations in each state.

.. .AP and UPI wire services now consistently send Forum articles to their
own subscribers, greatly enhancing the Forum's opportunity to reach every nook
and cranny in the state. In addition, several Forum articles have been picked
up by the regional and national wire services from the state wires
resulting in usage by the New York Times and other regional and national papers.

. ...television stations in the region have come to rely on the Forum
materials. Macon tv station WVAZ (a CBS affiliate) interviews practically every
Georgia Forum author. Surveys reveal a deep hunger that editors of newspapers
and broadcast stations have for the kind of material that the Forum provides.
Typical of the comments is this of Charlie Mitchell, editorial page editor of
the Vicksburg, Miss., Evening Post:

"The Forum articles are artfully done and extremely helpful for our readers. They
demonstrate the advantage of having people who deal with issues write about them.
This is immeasurably more helpful than the approach newspapers have traditionally
relied on in having their staff write about issues. Moreover, there is not a lot
of wire service or other coverage of state issues. The Forum fills a huge

vacuum.

Similarly, most of the editorial page editors surveyed report that they find-
Forum articles an extremely useful resource for writing their own editorials.
(This usage is in addition to publication of the op-ed articles themselves,
through which the Forum authors reach, on average, about one-third of the
households in a given state.) Based on the surveys, it is clear that the Forum
actually inspires a significant number of print editorials.



Receiving the Forum articles has stimulated the media to increase the amount of
space and time they devote to analysis of state issues. The Atlanta Constitution,
after asking the Georgia Forum to increase its production, created a weekly
column for state-oriented op-eds in its weekend edition called the "Georgia
Forum". The Mississippi Forum similarly expanded publication of op-eds on state
issues by the Jackson Clarion Ledger. The Times Daily in Florence, Alabama, has
also enlarged its editorial section, at least partially in response to the
production of the Alabama Forum.

The articles contained in these packets have been published by many influential
newspapers in the region. This has been accompanied by remarkable usage by
smaller dailies and weeklies and gospel and country western radio stations, as
well as tv stations in the region.

American Forum continues to expand its media efforts to give a voice to
progressive issues in the Southeast. That voice not only reaches the desks of
the region's most important policymakers, but is alsoc carried into an increasing
number of households in the 11 states where the Forum currently operates.

We have made a lot of progress during this period. The editors and reporters
who serve as today's gatekeepers increasingly depend on American Forum as a
reliable source of news and opinion. Summarized below are profiles of the impact
of Forum articles in each of the states that are part of the Forum network across
the South this past year.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM AROUND THE STATES....

THE TWO NEWEST FORUM STATES...
The Forum held its first organizing meeting in Arkansas in June 1992 and has
developed into an effective vehicle for promoting public policy reform by
providing the media with commentary on a wide range of issues.

Since December the PForum has published five articles on such timely issues as
tax reform, school financing, living wills, school-based clinics, and children's
health. On average, each article has reached 300,000 households via print and
more than 600,000 listeners/viewers by radio and television.

The Arkansas Democrat Gazette, the largest circulation paper in the state,
regularly uses Forum articles in the Sunday edition. In addition, several
smaller daily and weekly newspapers and radio and television stations reported
using every Forum article. The Forum materials have resonated powerfully with
the small and large media in the state. The self-styled "ultraconservative®
editor of the Paragould Daily Press has used all the articles with our logo on
the op-ed page. He goes on to state, "Here at the Daily Press we use the
Arkansas Forum columns as the way of presenting a good spectrum of high quality
opinion on the editorial page. I find them enlightening and appreciate getting
them. The articles are well conceived and the pieces intelligently written."

The first article -- on tax reform -- by Howard Goggans, entitled "Arkansas
Taxes: One Executive's Perspective," appeared in the Arkansas Democrat Gazette
{(circ. 225,000), ahd at least ten other smaller papers. The op-ed also ran in
the January 1993 edition of City & Town, a publication of the Arkansas Municipal
League.

We are particularly pleased by the television usage of the Forum article which
was used in a news story by Channel XKTHV-TV in Little Rock and KAIT-TV in
Jonesboro, and was used as a public service announcement on KLRT-TV in Little
Rock, and KPOM-TV in Fort Smith. TV station KLRT reports that the PSA was put
into their rotation cycle airing five to 10 times a week over a period of six
to eight weeks. ‘'Radio usage was equally exciting. The PSA was used as a short
news item on KTWN~FM in Texarkana, and KNEA-AM in Jonesboro, to name a couple.



Another article produced during the reporting period, written by Becky Williams.

and Dr. Bob West, focused on the need for school-based clinics. The article was
used by at least three major tv stations including KAIT-TV (Jonesboro), KPOM-TV
(Fort Smith), and KTVE in Monroe. Radioc usage was also high. The article aided
in stimulating a talk show program on the issue on KKEG--FM (Fayetteville). The
op-ed also appeared in the Russellville Courier Democrat, Paragould Dally'Press,
and Mountain Home Baxter Bulletin.

Other artlcles produced during the reporting period were equally well-received
by the media. .

LOUISIANA FORUM

The first meeting of the Louisiana Forum was held in July 1992. The Forum has
hit the ground running. The first article, which addressed health care, was
published in December. Other articles produced to date have focused public
attention on tax reform, corporal punishment, children's health and incineration.

The articles to date have all been readily accepted by the media outlets of
Louisiana. -The first article, which discussed the need for health care reform
was written by Marcus Carson of the Louisiana Health Care Campaign. The article
was used by numerous papers in the state and extensively by radio and tv. The
op-ed appeared in the Alexandria Daily Town Talk (circ. 41,000), Lafayette
Advertiser (circ. 39,000), and the Shreveport Times (21,000}, to name a few.
What was interesting was the op-ed's placement in the Shreveport Times, which
carries a moderate to conservative op-ed page and a separate liberal op-ed page.
The Forum article appeared on the moderate to conservative page -- enabling the
Forum to communicate directly to more conservative readers about the need for
universal health care reform.

The recent tax reform article by Tim Wise was equally well-received, with
extensive print and broadcast usage, 1nclud1ng a 30-minute interview of Wise by
radio station WCKW in New Orleans.

OTHER FORUM STATES....
ALABAMA FORUM

Alabama Forum consistently reaches an average of 350,000 households through the
print media, and 850,000 listeners/viewers via radio and TV.

An article by Kyle Crider, an environmental expert and vice president of the
Alabama Conservancy helped to focus on the need to restore and preserve Alabama's
wetlands. The article appeared in the Sunday edition of the Montgomery
Advertiser (circ. 78,000), the Tuscaloosa News (circ. 40,000) and a number of
other papers. A number of TV stations used the article as background for a news
or feature story, including WHNT-TV in Huntsville, WKAB-TV in Montgomery, and
WVTM-TV in Birmingham.

Another article on the need for corporate day care, by Ted Kennedy, chair and
chief executive officer of the BE&K Construction Company, talked about the
- benefits of providing day care for employees. The article was used extensively
by the media. In addition to appearing in the Sunday edition of the Montgomery
Advertiser, and the Tuscaloosa News, the op-ed also appeared in the Florence
Times Daily (circ. 33,000), Huntsville Times (circ. 59,000), Gadsden Times (circ.
30,000) and the Greene County Democrat (circ. 3,500}, to name just a few. Usage
by radio and tv was equally impressive.

Other topics included articles on divorce laws, the need for best management
practices to protect Alabama's environment, and Tennessee Valley Authority debt.



FLORIDA FORUM

The Florida Forum articles reach more than 1 million households typically vié
the print media and another 2.1 million through radio and television.

Cne recent Florida Forum author noted that the environment has always been an
important issue to the state's residents. His article focused on the large
number of endangered species in the state and the need to protect Florida's
wildlife and heritage.

s

The author, Robert Goodwin, is an attorney with the Save the Manateee Club, a
nonprofit organization in Orlando. The article focused on the need to protect
Florida's 79 endangered species. In total, the article reached more than 1
million households via print as an editorial, or news story, and 2.1 million
listeners/viewers by radio and tv.

In response to the recent murder of Dr. David Gunn, and the growing harassment
and death threats by anti-choice activists, the Florida Forum produced an article
to focus attention on the need for greater protection of clinic workersz. The
article stimluated an editorial in the Palm Beach Post and was used extensively
by other media outlets throughout the state.

The Florida Forum has also produced articles on children's health, submerged
lands, and anti-gay initiatives.

GEORGIA FORUM

Georgia Forum continues to reach at least 425,000 households via the print media,
and 1 million individuals through the state's broadcasting outlets.

A recent article on infant mortality appeared as an op-ed in the Covington News
(circ. 6,900) and the Atlanta Inquirer {circ. 55,000}, as well as numerous other
papers across the state. This piece was also the basis for a talk show with Dr.
Bill Sexton on WCHK-FM and was picked up by WMAZ-tv {a CBS affiliate) as a public
service announcement.

Another article on labor and the Olympics by Stewart Acuff stimulated extensive
radio and tv usage. The author was interviewed on WMAZ-TV in Macon (a CBS
affiliate), WAOK-AM/WVEE-FM, and WCHK-FM. The article also ran in numerous
dailies and weeklies across the state.

Other Georgia Forum articles during this period addressed school breakfast
programs, free trade, sex education, and Tennessee Valley Authority debt.

MISSISSIPPI FORUM

A recent article by Col. Robert McGowan, US Army (Ret.) discussed the need for
military conversion. The article resonated powerfully in the media. The op-ed
appeared in the Sunday edition of the Jackson Clarion-Ledger {circ. 125,017},
Greenwood Commonwealth (circ. 8,835), and Oxford Eagle {(circ. 4,911}, to name
a few. BAnother article on AFDC reform appeared in the Memo Digest,the Oxford
Eagle, as well as the Jackson Clarion Ledger and a number of other papers across

the state.

An article addressing teen pregnancy, written by Jane Boykin, president of the
Mississippli Forum on Children and Families, Inc., achieved excellent results
within the state. This piece appeared as an op-ed in the Greenwood Commonwealth,
the Oxford Eagle, and the Jackson Clarion Ledger {(circ. 125,017}.

Other articles produced by the Mississippi Forum focused on welfare reform,
prisons and jail conditions, the de la Beckwith trial, reproductive rights, solid
waste, privatization, gays in the military, and children's health.



On average, the Mississippi Forum reached 350,000 households through the pfint.
media and more than 700,000 individuals through radio and TV. The Jackson
Clarion Ledger used practically every article produced by the Forum.

NORTH CAROLINA EDITORIAL FORUM

A typical North Carolina Editorial Forum article reaches half a million
households through the print media and 1.2 million listener/viewers via radio
and TV. The North Carolina Editorial Forum distributed 11 articles during the
reporting period. : . . .

A North Carolina Editorial Forum article, "Bringing the World to the Classroom:
Glcbal Education for NC Schools, " by Joe Moran and John Sabella, appeared in the
Charlotte Observer (circ. 230,000}, and Greensboro News Record (130,000). The
media packet was also used extensively by the broadcast media. The authors were
interviewed by WRDC-FM in Raleigh, a Kinston radio station, and WLOS-TV in
Asheville.

The authors, both experts on global education, urge education reform, including
increasing international awareness among students. Moran and Sabella point out
" that "approximately one-third of all corporate profits are generated through
international activities," and in 1991 alone, "North Carolina exported over one
billion dollars' worth of agricultural products.®

Other articles by the North Carolina Editorial Forum on day care, free trade,
death penalty, insurance PACs were equally well-received by the state's media
outlets.

SOUTH CAROLINA FORUM

A recent article by the S8South Carolina Forum on drug mothers resonated
particularly powerfully with the media. The article, written by Elizabeth
Patterson and Louise Haynes, appeared in the Orangeburg Times Democrat (circ.
18,000), Greenwood Index-Jourmal (circ. 17,500) and the Sunday edition of the
Florence Morning News {(circ 35,000), to name a few. In total the article reached
an average of 300,000 households by print and 800,000 individuals via

the broadcast ocutlets.

Another article on the AIDS epidemic in South Carclina has helped to pressure
the Department of Public Health. An article on community policing appeared as
an op-ed in the Columbia State (circ. 141,000}, and also stimulated the State
to write its own editorial endorsing the idea.

Other topics which received impressive coverage from the media include coastal
protection, health care reform, and Savannah River's New Production Reactor
(NPR) . Since the NPR article ran, the Department of Energy has decided to close
down the plant and begin cleanup of the area.

TENNESSEE FORUM

The Tennessee Forum's materials continue to be well-received by the media. A
recent article on children, mental health and education by Brenda McGee and Dean
Rivkin appeared in almost every maijor daily in the state, including the
Chattanocoga News Free Press (circ. 110,514) and the Knoxville News Sentinel
(circ. 166,000), as well.as numerous weeklies throughout the state. The article
reached more than 350,000 households through the print media, and more than 1
million individuals through radio and TV broadcasts.



An article released this past May on the TVA, by a member of the technical
advisory board of the Tennessee Valley Energy Reform Coalition, Xarl Kurka, was
used extensively throughout the media. The piece was used as an editorial in
the Knoxville News Sentinel (circ. 166,000) and by the Lexington Herald-Leader
(circ. 121,000) as background for a news story. This article was also the
stimulus for a one-hour interview with Kurka on Knoxville WIVK-AM and for a
shorter interview on a Memphis station.

Other topics have focused on medicaid funding, military conversion, displaced
homemakers, and children's health. .

TEXAS LONE STAR FORUM

Texas Lone Star Forum articles reaches an estimated 1.2 million households
through the state's newspapers, and more than 2.5 million individuals through
the broadcast media.

A recent article on income tax by Mary Nell Mathis helped educate the
policymakers and public about the need for a more equitable tax structure -- a
state income tax. The state was ordered by the courts to respond to the wide
discrepancies in funding between local school districts. The op-ed appeared in

* the San Antonio Express-News, Houston Chronicle, and the Hays County Free Press,

to name a few. The article was also distributed to every member of the Texas
House Budget Committee. Usage by radio and tv was notable as well.

According to Deborah C. Tucker, executive director of the Texas Council on Family
Violence, at least 600,000 Texas women are battered each year. In her article;
recently published by the Texas Lone Star Forum, Tucker explains that one of the
most cost-effective methods of serving and sheltering battered women is still
grossly underfunded. Her article, which clears up myths about the socio-economic
and educational backgrounds of Texas' battered women_ was picked up by the
editorial pages of the Dallas Morning News {circ. 834,035), the McAllen Monitor
(circ. 32,000), and Stamford American {(cirec. 3,000). The broadcast media also
took an interest in this piece. KPBC-AM conducted a talk show as a result of
the article and KLRU-TV (Austin PBS affiliate) began research for a show on
domestic violence upon receiving the Forum's media packet.

Other topics have focused on small group health insurance reform, increasing
voter turnout, expanding the food stamp program, and children‘’s health.

VIRGINIA FORUM

The oldest of the Forums, the Virginia Forum reaches more than 600, 000 households
via print, and 1.2 million listeners/viewers via TV and radio. The Forum has
produced a number of hard-hitting articles which have focused on the
environmental impact of coal mining, the need for collective bargaining in the
schools, Chesapeake Bay, air pollution, earned income tax credit, waste
management, endangered species, and children’'s health. The articles continue to
resonate powerfully with the media,.

A recent article on the Chesapeake Bay, written by Joseph Maroon, Virginia
Executive Director ‘of the Chesapeake Bay Foundation was picked up by the
editorial sections of 23 different Virginia newspapers over the course of three
months.



Of particular note was a Virginia Forum article on the need for a tax credit for
the working poor. The article was written by James Payne and was used
extensively by the print and broadcast media. The op-ed appeared in the Roancke
Times & World-News {circ. 121,851), Amelia Bulletin Monitor (circ. 7,300},
Charlotte Observer (circ. 4,259), Marion Smyth County News (circ. 7,028}, Urbanna
Southside Sentinel (circ. 5,290}, Strasburg Northern Virginia Daily (circ.
15,430), Goochland Gazette (circ. 7,250), South Boston News & Record (7,500),
Richmond Voice (Cirec. 40,000), Clarksville Mecklenburg Sun (5,000), Danville
Register & Bee (Circ. 22,000), Ashland Hanover Herald-Progress (circ. 9,989),
Norton Coalfield Progress (circ. 8,216), Fredericksburg Free Lance Star (circ.
37,798), Henricos Gazette (circ. 19,800), and the Mechanicsville Local. Usage

by radio and television was equally high.
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VIRGINIA FORUM

By Kenneth E. Walker,

Funding for public schogl education in Virginia ranges
from about $3,500 to over $8,000 per pupil. A child in
Virginia's wealthier school divisions has numerous
advantages over a student from a school division in a
poor community, including access to better facilities,
more instructional materials, smaller classes and more
course offerings.

Poorer localities, on the other hand, have a higher
percentage of children from poverty stricken and
dysfunctional homes. . These children need more
educational help Jjust to have an even chance, but
tragically the school systems they are in have less to
of fer than their more affluent neighbors. :

Allowing this disparity to continue is a bad policy that
threatens the future of Virginia. It is also illegal.

The Virginia Constitution makes education a fundamental
right of the people of the commonwealth and guarantees an
educational system that will assure the "fullest
development" of each child's natural talents. The system
must be operated for the "common" benefit of all people
"throughout" the state. The General Assembly has an
obligation to develop a funding system that will provide
eguil funding for equal effort in various parts of the
state. .

This can be accomplished through an infusion of state
funding to the poor localities combined with a required
local effort to raise the total funding to a level
comparable with that in the wealthy localities.

Concern about funding inequities led to the formation in
1890 of a coalition of school boards to challenge the
state's funding mechanisms. Thirty-eight school
divisions and the Virginia Educatlion Association now
belong to this coalition.

The coalition has sought to document current inequities
to the governor, the Commission on Educational
Opportunity for All Virginians and members of the

General Assembly, and to encourage ways to provide a

funding system that will meet the requirements of the
state constitution.

The organization noted, for example, that during 1988-30
academic year, divisions with a higher fiscal capacity
spent almost $110,000 more per classroom for current
school operations than divisions of low fiscal capacity,

The coalition has also pointed cut that lower salaries
contribute to the difficulty poor school divisions have
in hiring and retaining teachers. In 1988-89, the
~average salary for teachers in the top five school
divisions in Virginia was $15,224 higher (70 percent
more) than in the bottom five school divisions. The
average salary for teachers in the state as a whole was
$7,153 higher (33 percent higher) than in the bottom five
school divisions. The difference is greater now.

Richard Salmon and Deborah Verstegen, specialists in

Inequity in School Funding:
The Threat to Va.'s Future

school finance, conducted extensive analyses of
Virginia's education funding and discovered that the
disparities -- already severe -~ worsened after new
funding formulas were implemented for the 1988-89 school
year.

From its inception, the coalition has emphasized
correcting disparities through leveling up. In other
words, the state should supply adequate fiscal resources
to raise the lower school divisions without taking away
from the divisions with greater fiscal capacity.

However, during the past 20 years the percent of the
total state general fund allocated for elementary and
secondary education has decreased significantly - from
more than 50 percent to 35 percent. If the disparity is to
be decreased, Virginia must reverse this trend.

A report by the Commission on Educational Opportunity
for All-Virginians detailed the existence of severe
educational disparities and made general
recommendations but did not make specific fiscal
proposals to address the problem. The leaders of the
coalition met with the governor and secretary of
education in March 1891. The governor stated that he
would announce specific budget proposals by the end of
the summer to begin resolving disparities. Leaders of
the coalition were not encouraged, however, because the
administration had nothing specific to offer at that
tim80

On April 189, 1991, the coalition voted unanimously to
enter suit unless the governor presented by September 13
a specific blueprint for resolving fiscal disparities in
education. The coalition has retained former Virginia
Attorney Gemeral Andrew Miller as legal counsel.

Lawsuits on educational disparity in Kentucky, Yexas,
and several other states brought significant changes in
elementary and secondary education funding. On July 25,
1991, a court in Tennessee also ruled for the plaintiffs,
a group of small school districts, ina suit against that
state's system of funding. Kern Alexander, a nationally
known education and constitutional law specialist, says
Virginia has stronger gquarantees regarding a
fundamental right to education than-any other state.

If the problem can be resclved by the executive and
legislative branches of state goverrmment, a suit will be
unnecessary. Members of the coalition, however, are
committed to eliminating the disparities.

But the issue of educational disparity is not merely
political or legal. The deeper issue is a concern for the
children. The children of less affluent areas of
Virginia are entitled to an education equal to that
available in wealthier parts of the state.

Walker is superintendent of schools for Halifax County
and South Boston City Public Schools and chairman of the
Coalition for Equity in Educational Funding.

Copyright {C) 1991 by the Virginia Forum. 9/91
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Ynequity in scheol funding:

the threat to Virginia’s future

Funding for public school education in Virginia
ranges from about $3,500 to over $3000 per
pupil. A child in Virginia's wealthicr school
divisions has numcrous advantages over a student
from a school division in a poor community,
including access to better facilities, more in-
structional materials, smaller classes and morc
coursc offerings. )

Poorer localitics, on the other hand, have a
higher percentage of children from poventy
stricken and dysfunctional homes. These children
need more educational help just to have an even
chance, but tragically the school sysiems they
are in have less 10 offer than their more affiuent
nclghbors.

Allowing this disparity to contlnuc Is a bad

~ policy that threatens the future of Virginla, It is
also illegal.

The Virginia Constitution makes education 8
fundamental right of the people of the com-
menwealth and guarantees an cducational system
that will assure.the “Fullest development™ of
each child’s natural talents. The system must be

" operated for the “common* benefit of all peopic
“throughout™ the statc. The General Assembly
has an obligation 1o devclop a funding system
that will provide equal funding for equal cffort
in various pars of the state, .

This can be accomplished through an infusion
of statc funding to the poor localities combined
.with a required local effort to raisc the total
funding to a level comparable with that in the

wealthy localitics.

Contarn.. ahont. funding .licquilles. lod to the.
formation In 1990 of a coalition of school boards
to chalicnge the state’s funding mechanisms.
Thinty-cight school divisions and the Vimginia
Cducation Assoclation now belong to this coatl-
tion, :

The coatition has sought to document cumrent
Incquities to the govemor, the Commission on
Educational Opporwnity for All Virginians and
members of the General Assembly, and (o en-
.courage ways o provide. a funding system that
will mect.the requirements of the state con-
stitution. .

The organization noted, for example, that dur-
ing 1989-90 academic ycar, divisions with a
higher fiscal capaclty spent almost $110,000 more
per classroom for current school operations than
divisions of low fiscal capacity. . .

The coalition has also pointed out that lower
salarics contribute to the difficully poor school
dlvisions havc in hiring and rctaining teachers,
In 1988-89, the average salary for tcachers in
the top five school divisions in Virginia was
$15.224 higher (70 percent morc} than in the
bottom five school divisions. The average salary
for teachers In the stale as a whole was $7,153
higher (33 percent higher) than in the boliom
-flve school divislons. The difference is greater

now.,
Richarg Salmon and Deborah Versicgen, spe-
cialists In school finance, conducted exicnsive
analyses ol Virginla’s cducation funding and
discovered that the disparitics -~ already severc
-- worsened after new funding formulas werc
fmplemented for the 1988-89 school. year.
From its inception, the coalition has emphasized
correcting disparities through leveling up. In
other words, the statc should supply adequate
fis wer school divisions

Virginia Forum
By KENNETH E. WALKER

Chalrman of the Coalitlon for Equity
In Educational Funding

greater fiscal capacity. ) )

However, during the past 20 ycars the pereent
of the total statc general fund allocated for
clementary and sccondary education has de-
creased significantly -~ from more than S0 percent
10 35 percent. I the disparity is to be decreased,
- Virginia must reverse this trend,

A repont by the Commission of Educational
Opportunity for All Virginlas detailed the ox-
Istence of severe educational disparitics and made

general recommendations but did not make spe-

cific fiscal proposals 1o address the problem.
“The lcaders of the coalition mct with the governor
and secrctary of education in March 1991, The
governor stated that he would announce specific
budget proposals by the end of the summer fo
begin resolving disparitics. Leaders of the coall-
tion were not encouraged, however, because the
administration had nothing specific 1o offer at
that time.

-On April 19, the coalition votéd unanimously

to cnter suit unlcss the govemor prescnted by
Sept. 13 a specific blucprimt for resolving fiscal
disparitics in cducation. The coalition has reialned
former Virginia Attorney Genrcal Andrew Miller
as legal counscl.’ .

Lawsuits on educational disparity In Kentucky,
Texas and scveral other states brought significant
changes in clementary and sccondary education
funding. On July 25 a court In Tennessee also

ruled for the plalntiffs, a group of small schoo!

districts, in 2 suil against that siate’s system of
funding. Kem Alexander, a nationally known
education and constitutional law speciallst, says
Virginia has stronger guarantees regarding a fun-
damental right to cducation than any other state.

If the problem can be resolved by the exccutive
and legislative branches of state govemment, a
suit will be unnecessary. Members of the coalition,
however, are commiited to climinating the dis-
pariics. ¢

But the issue of cducatlonal disparity Is not -

merely political or legal. The deeper Issue Is a
concem for the children, The children of fess
afflucnt areas of Vieginla are entled to an
education cqual to that available in wealthicr
parts of the state. ST
Kenneth E. Walker Is superintendent of
schools for Halifax County and South Boston

City Public Schools and chairman of the Coali-

tion for Equily In Educatien! Funding. Opln-
Ions expressed are his own,
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‘come to an end in Virginia

By KENNETH E. WALKER

N
- Virginia Forum (>\L

Funding for public school education in
Virginia ranges from about $3,500 to over

$8,000 perpupil. A childin Virginia's wealth-

ierschool divisions has numerous advantages
overastudent from a school division ina poor
community, including access to better facili-
ties, more instructional materials, smailer
classes and more course offerings.

Poorer localities, on the other hand, have a
higher percentage of children from poverty
stricken and dysfunctional' homes. These
children need more educational help just to
have an even chance, but tragically the school

systems they are in have less to offerthan their -

- more affluent neighbors,
Allowing this disparity to continue isa bad
policy that threatens the future of Virginia. It
is also illegal.

A fundamental right

The Virginia Constitution makes educa-
tion a fundamental right of the people of the
commonwealth and guaranteesan educational
system that will assure the “fullest develop-
ment” of each child’'s natural talents. The
system must be operated for the “common”
benefit of all people “throughout” the state.
The General Assembly has an obligation to
‘develop a funding system that will provide
equal funding for equal effort in various parts
of the state. :

This can be accomplished through an infu-
sion of state funding to the poor localities
combined with a required local effort to raise

- the total funding to a level comparable with
that in the wealthy localities.

Concern about funding inequities led to the
formation in 1990 of a coantion of school
boardsto challenge the state's funding mecha-
nisms. Thirty-eight school divisions and the
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Virginia Education Association now belong
to this coalition.

The coalition has sought to document cur-
rent inequities to the govemnor, the Commis-

~ sion on Educational Opportunity for All Vir-

ginians and members of the General Assem-
bly. and to encourage ways to provide a fund-
ing system that will meet thcreqummts of
the state constitution.

The salary issue

The organization noted, for example, that
during 1989-90academic year, divisions with
ahigher fiscal capacity spentalmost $110,000
more per classroom for current school opera-
tions than divisions of low fiscal capacity.

The coalition has also pointed out that
lower salaries contribute to the difficulty poor
school divisions have in hiring and retaining
teachers. In 1988-89, the average salary for
teachers in the top five school divisions in
Virginia was $15,224 higher (70 percent mare)
than in the bottom five school divisions. The
average salary for teachers in the state as a
whole was $7,153 higher (33 percent higher)
than in the bottom five school divisions. The
difference is greater now.

Richard Salmon and Deborah Verstegen,
specialists in school finance, conducted ex-
tensive analyses of Virginia’s education fund-
ing and discovered that the disparities - al-
ready severe - worsened after new funding
formulas were implemented for the 1988-89
school year.

From its inception, the coalition has em-
phasized correcting disparities through level-
ing up. Inother words, the state should supply

(‘3urpung

feuoneonpg ur Kumbg 10j uonifeo)
) Jo ueuureyd pue sjooyss L)
uojsog tinog pue L1uno) xejifey ioj
$100y5 Jouapuduuadns st1aEAL )
‘a1ers ayy jo sured sanppeom
ur dqeqreas ey 03 fenbs uoneodnps
uB Ol popnud om BuIsNA JO svam
JUIN[JE §53] JO UAIPIMYD Y], ‘UAIP
-J1Y2 3y} J0J UIIIU0J B ST Inssy Jadaop
ay 1 ‘reda) 10 feonijod Ajasous 10u s1 Ky
‘sopuredsip ayy Juneu
-JWI|3 O) panuILod B 'JoAIMOY ‘uoh

-Jedsrp feuoneonpa Jo anssy sy Ing
9q |IM NS B “JUSUILISA0S el JO

soyduRIq 9ANE|SIS0] PUB 9ANNIIXA A

-1[e0d a1 Jo SIqWIRIN °Aressadauun
- Aq poajosas aq ued wajqoid A JI

adequate fiscal resources to raise the lower
school divisions without taking away from
the divisions with greater fiscal capacity.

Must be reversed

However, during the past 20 years the
percent of the total state general fund allo-
cated for elementary and secondary educa-
tion has decreased significantly - from more
‘than 50 percent to 35 percent. If the disparity
is 10 be decreased, Virginia must reverse this
trend.

A report by the Commission on Educa-
tional Opportunity for All Virginians detailed
the existence of severe educational disparities
and made general recommendations but did
not make specific fiscal proposals to address
the problem. The leaders of the coalition met
with the govemnor and secretary of education
in March 1991. The govemor stated that he
would announce specific budget proposals by
the end of the summer to begin resolving
disparities. Leaders of the coalition were not
encoumged, however, because the admini-
stration had nothing specific to offer at that
time.

On April 19, 1991, the coalition voted
unanimously to enter suit unless the governor
presemed by September 13 a specific blue-
print for resolving fiscal disparities in educa-
tion. The coalition has retained former Vir-
ginia Attorney General Andrew Miller as
legal counsel.

Group is committed

Lawsuits on educational disparity in Ken-
tucky, Texas, and several other states brought
significant changes in elementary and secon-
dary education funding. On July 24, 1991, a
court in Tennessee also ruled for the plain-
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‘Educational disparities must
come to an end in Virginia

By KENNETH E. WALKER
Viginia Forum

Funding for public school education in
. Virginia ranges from about $3,500 to over
$8.000perpupil. Achildin Virginia’s wealih-
lerschool divisions has numerons advantages
over s student from a school divisionin a poor
community, including access to better facili-
ties, more instructional materials, smaller
classes and more course offerings,
Poorer focalities, on the other hand, have a
higher percentage of children from poveny
or3vicken andrdysfurictional*homes, These
children need more educational help just 1o
haveanevenchance, buttragically the schoot
sysicmsthey are inhave léssto offerthan their
more affluent neighbors. .
.}Ibwingmisdispamy tocontinueisa bad
" policy that threatens the future of Virginia It
- i3 also illegal,

A fundamental right
The Virginia Constinution makes educa-
thon & fundamental right of the people of the
commonwealth and guarantees an educarional
sysiem that will assure the "fullest develop-
« ment” of each child’s natural talents. The-
.1 sysiem must be operated for the “common”
benefit of all people “throughout” the state,
.-4 The General Assembly has an obligation to
rdevelop 8 funding system that will provide
. equai funding for equal effort in various parts
‘of theamte, -
¢ Thiscan be accomplished through an infu-
éﬁm of siate funding 10 the poor localities
é}mbimzdwith arequired local effort 10 raise
<" the total fundiog 10 & Jevel comparable with
that in the wealthiy localities.
-~ Concernabout funding inequities led 1o the

s+ formation id 1990 of a coaution of school -

boards tochaliengethe state's funding mecha-
nisms. Thirty-eight school divisions and the
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Virginia Education Association now belong
to this coalition.

The coalition has sought to document cur-
rent incquitics 1o the governor, the Commis-
sion on Educational Opportunity for All Vir.
ginians and members of the General Assem-
bly, and to encourage ways to provide a fund-
ing sysiem that wAll meet Umrequirements of
the stato constitution.  * Uik |

The salary issue :

The organization noted, for example, that
during 1989-90academic year, divisions with
ahigher fiscal capacity spent almost $110,000
more per ciassroom for current school opera-
thons than divisions of Jow fiscal capacity,

The coalition has also pointed oot that
lower salaries contribute 1o the difficuity poor
school divisions have in hiring and remining
teachers. In 1988-89, he average salary for
teachers in the top five school divisions in
Virginiawas$15,224 higher (70 percentmoxe)
than in the bottom five school divisions, The
average salary for teachers in the swmte ay 8
whole was $7,153 higher (33 percent higher)
than in the bottom five school divisions. The
difference is greater now,

Richard Salmon end Deborah Verstegen,
specialists in school finance, conducted ex-
tensiveanalysesof Virginia'seducationfund-

ing and discovered that the disparities - al- ~

ready sevese - worsened after new funding
formulas were fmplemented for the 1988-89
school year.

From its inception, the coalition has em-
phasized correcting disparities through level-
ing up. Inother words, the state should supply

adequate fiscal resources to raise the lower
xchoal divisions without taking away frome
the divisions with greater fiscal capacity.

Must be reversed

-
.
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However, during the past 20 years the: .
percent of the wtal state general fund allo- .

cated for elementary and secondary educa-

tion has decreased significantly - from more. -
than 50 percent to 35 percent. If the disparity.. -

is 10 be decreased, Virginia must reverse this
trend.

A report by the Commission on Educa-- .
tional Opportunity for All Virginiansdetailed . .
the existence of severeeducational disparities. -
snd made general recommendations but did. -

not make specific fiscal
the peoblem. The leaders of the conlition met
with the govemor and secretary of education
in March 1991, The govemtor stated that he

to address -

would announce specific budget proposalsby
the end of the summer to begin resolving . -
disparidies. Leaders of the coalition werenot -

encouraged, however, because the admini. :

stration had nothing specific to offer at that :

time.

On April 19, 1991, !he. coalition voted .-

unanimously 10 enter suit uniess the govemor. -

preseated by Seprember 13 a specific blue-
pint for resolving fiscal disparities in educs--
tion. The coalition has retained former Vir-
ginla Anomey Genersl Andrew Miller a3
legal counsel, | '

Group is committed

Lawsuits on educational disparity in Ken-
tucky, Texas, and several other states brought
significant changes in elementary and secon-

o

dary educarion funding. On July 24, 1991,
court in Tennessee also ruled for the plain.
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There are very few people
who don’t become more
interesting when tbey stoj

talking.

Comtived fromp. A=4 .

Wiffs, a group of smail school districts,
in 8 suit against that siate’s sysiem of
funding. Kern Alexander,anasionally
known education and constimtional
law specialist, says Virginia has
stronger guaraniees regarding a fun
damental right to educste than &0Y
other state.

If the problem can be resolved by
the executive and legislative braf
of state government, a suit will be

. Members of the coali-

_ unnecessary.
tion, however, are committed to elimi-

paritics.

But the issue of educatonal dispar-
jtyis not merely political or legal. The
decper issue is 8 concem for the cb-
dren. ‘Thbe children of less affluent
greas of Virginia are entitled ta 80
education equal to that available i
wealthier parts of the state.

« alkeris superintendent of school
fa(r!,alifax County and South Bostot
Clly Schools and chairman of th
Coalition for Equity in Educationa
Funding.)
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Dlsp‘arlty in price-per- studentlllegal

Fundmg for public school edu-
cation in Virginia ranges from
abcut $3,500 to over $8,000 per
pupil. Allowing this disparity to
continue is bad social policy that
threatens the future of Virginia,
says an alliance of poorer school
districts. 1t is also illegal, wams
the Coalition for Equity in Educa-

tional Funding, which says it will
bring suit to end the disparitics if -
the govemor docs not proposc to

do so.

“The Virginia Constitution
makes education a fundamental
right of the people of the Com-
monwealth,” say Dr. Kenneth E.
Walker, chairmanofthe coalition.
“The state has an obligation under
its constitution to providc an edu-
cational system that will assure
the ‘fullest development’ of the
child’s natural taients. This sys-
tcm must be operated for the
‘common’ benefit of all pcople
‘throughout’ the state.”

Created in 1990, the coalition
has sought to document the mag-
nitude of disparity in public school
funding inthe state. Walker notes,
for example, that the average sal-
ary for tcachers in the top five
school divisions in Virginia was

Open
Forum

more than $15,000 (70 percent)
higher than in the bottom five
school divisions. In the 1989-90
academic year, affluent school
districts spend almost $110,000
more per classroom for the op-
eration of their school than poor
school districts.

If anything, the dlspamy is ac-
tually greater than it appears, says

. Walker, who is supcrintendent of

schools for both Halifax County

- and South Boston City Public

Schools. Poorer localities, he ar-
gucs, have a higher percentage of
children {rom povernty-strickenand
dysfunctional homes. “These

children need more educational

help just to have an even chance,
but tragically the school systems
they are in have lcss to offer than
theirmore affluent ncighbors," he
says.

Thirty-eight school dwnsnons
and the Virginia Education Asso-
ciation now belong 1o the school
funding coalition, This is not sur-
prising, says Walker. “Urban and

poor rural school divisions share -

many common interests regarding
disparity. Sevcral urban systems,
like the rural, have low fiscal ca-
pacity. Bothurbanand ruralschool
divisions have a high percentage
of at-risk children. Urban systcms
have problems and costs associated
with density of population, and
rural systems have thosc ussociated

with sparsity.”

Similar groups have won law-
suits attacking education funding
inequity in Texas, Kentucky and

-several other staies, notes Walker.,

One nationally known specialist
in school law says that Virginia
has stronger provisions regarding
cducation as a fundamental right
in its constitution than any other
state, says Walker. Other expents,
he adds, have concluded that the
funding disparity actually beccame
worse in the 1988-89 school year.

The Genceral Assembly has an

‘obligation, says Walker,todevelop

a funding systcm that will provide
equal funding for equal effort in
various parts of the state. This can
be accomplished, he adds, through
an infusion of state funding to the
poorer localitics combined with a
required local cffort 1o raisc the
total of state and local funding to a
level comparable to that in the
wealthy localitics.



Children are bottom line

In Virginia's search for equal opportunity schools

"By KENNETHE, WALKER .

Funding for public school education in Virginia
ranges from about $3,500 to over $8,000 per pupil. A
child in Virginia's wealthier school divisions has
numerous advantages over a student from a school
division in a poor community, including access to
better facilities, more instructional materials,
smaller classes and more course offerings. -

" Poorer localities, on the other hand, have a higher

. percentage of children from poverty stricken and
dysfunctional homes. These children need more
educational help just to have an even chance, but
tragically the school systems they are in have less to
offer than their more affluent neighbors.

Allowing this disparity to continue is a bad policy
that threatens the future of Virginia. It is also
illegal.

The Virginia Constitution makes education a
fundamental right of the people of the
commonwealth and guarantees an educational
system that will assure the “fuilest development” of

" ench child's natural talents. The system must be
operated for the “common” benefit of all people
“throughout” the state. The General Assembly has
an obligation to develop a funding system that will
provide equal funding for equal effort in various
parts of the state.

This can be accomplished through an infusion of

* state funding to the poor localities combined with a
required local effort to raise the total fundingto a
level comparable with that in the wealthy localities.
Concern about funding inequities led to the
formation in 1990 of a coalition of school boards to
challenge the state’s funding mechanism. Thirty-
eight school divisions and the Virginia Education

Association now belong to this coalition.

The coalition has sought to document current
inequities to the governor, the Commission on

Educational Opportunity for all Virginians and

members of the General Assembly, and to encourage
ways to provide a funding system that will meet the

requirements of the state constitution.

The organization noted, for example, that during
1989-90 academic year, divisions with a higher fiscal
capacity spent almost $110,000 more per classroom
for current school operations than divisions of low
fiscal capacity. - ' B

The coalition has also pointed out that lower
salaries contribute to the difficulty poor scheol
divisions have in hiring and retaining teachers. In
1988-89, the average salary for teachers in the top
five school divisions in Virginia was $15,224 higher
(70 percent more) than in the bottom five school
divisions. The average salary for teachers in the
state as a whole was $7,153 higher (33 percent

- higher) than in the bottom five school divisions. The
difference is greater now. :

Richard Salmon and Deborah Verstegen, -
specialists in school finance, conducted extensive

analyses of Virginia's education funding and
discovered that the disparities — already severe —
worsened after new funding formulas were
implemented for the 1988-89 school year. .
From its inception, the coalition has emphasized
correcting disparities through leveling up. In other

. words, the state should supply adequate fiscal

resources to raise the lower school divisions without
taking away from the divisions with greater fiscal
capacity, R
. However, during the past 20 years the percent of

the total state general fund allocated for elementary
and secondary education has decreased significantly
~ from more than 50 percent to 35 percent. If the
disparity is to be decreased, Virginia must reverse

 this trend.

A report by the Commission on Educational
Opportunity for All Virginians detailed the existence

. of severe educational disparities and made general

recommendations but did not make specific fiscal
proposals to address the problem, The leaders of the
coalition met with the governor and secretary of
education in March 1991. The governor stated that
he would announce specific budget proposals l?y the
end of the summer to begin resolving disparities.
Leaders of the coalition were not encouraged, i
however, because the administration had nothing

_specific to offer at the time.

On April 19, 1991, the coalition voted -
unanimously to enter suit unless the governor
presented by September 13 a specific blueprint for
resolving fiscal disparities in education. The
coalition has retained former Virginia Attorney
General Andrew Miller as legal counsel.

Lawsuits on educational disparity in Kentucky,

" Texas and several other states brought significant

changes in elementary and secondary education
funding. On July 25, 1991, a court in Tennessee also
ruled for the plaintiffs, a group of small school
districts, in a suit against that state's system of
funding. Kern Alexander, a nationally kr.\own
education and constitutional law specialist, says
Virginia has stronger guarantees regardinga
fundamental right to education than any other state,

Ifthe problem can be resolved by the executive
and legislative branches of state government, the
suit will be unnecessary. Members of the coalition,
however, are committed to eliminating the
disparities.

But the issue of educational disparity is not
merely political or legal. The deeper issueisa
concern for the children, The children of less affluent
areas of Virginia are entitled to an education equal
to that available in wealthier parts of the state.

Kenneth Walker is superintendent of schools for
Halifax County and South Boston City Public
Schools and chairman of the Coalition for Equity in
Educational Funding. He wrote this commentary for
the Virginia Forum.
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_ Inequity in school funding: The threat to Virginia's future

by Kenneth E. Walker
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school operations than
divisions of low fiscal
capacity.

The coalition has also
pointed out that lower
salaries contribute to the
difficulty poor school divi-
sions have in hiring and re-
taining teacher. In
1988-89, the average salary
for teachers in the top five
school divisionsin Virginia
was $15,224 higher (70
percent more) than in the
bottom five school divi-
sions. The average salary
for teachers in the state as
awhole was §7,153 higher
(33 percent higher) than in
the bottom five school
divisions. The differenceis

_greater now. '

Richard Salmon and
Deborah  Verstegen,
specialists in  school
finance, conducted exten-
sive analyses of Virginia's
cducation funding and
discovered that the
d'sparities — already
severe — worsened after
new funding formulas
were implemented for the
1988-89 school year.

From its inception, the
coalition has emphasized
correcting  disparities
through leveling up. In
other words, the state
shoutd supply adequate
fiscal resources to raise the
lower school divisions
without taking away from

the divisions with greater
flscal capacity.

However, during the
past 20 years the percent of
the total state general fund
allocated for elementary
and sccondary education
has decreased significant-

ly — from more than 50

percent to 35 percent. If
‘the disparity is to be
decreased, Virginis must
reverse this trend.

A report by the Com-
mission on Educational
Opportunity for All Virgi-
nians detailed the existence
of severe educational
disparitles and made
general recommendations
but did not make specific
fiscal proposals to address
theproblem. The leader of
the coalition met with the
governot and secretary of
education in March 1991,
The governor stated that
he would announce
specific budget proposals
by the end of the summer
to begin resolving dis-
parilies. Leaders of the
coalition were not en-
couraged, however,
because the administration
had nothing specific to of-

. fer at the time.

On April 19, 1991, the
coalition voted
unanimously to enter suit
unless the governor
presented by Sept. 13 a
specific blueprint for
resolving fiscal disparities
in education. The coalition
has retained former
Virginia Attorney General
Andrew Miller as legal
counsel.

Lawsdiu on educa-
tional disparity in Ken-

" tucky, Texas, and several

other states brought
significant changes in
elementary and secondary
education funding. On Ju-
1y 25, 1991, acourtin Ten-
nessee also ruled for the
plaintiffs, a group of small
school districts, in a suit
ngainst that state’s system
of funding, Kern Alex-
ender, a nationally known
education and constitu-
tional law specialist, says
Virginia has stronger
guarantees regarding a
fundamental right to
education than any other
state.
If the problem can be
resolved by the executive
and legislative branches of
state govemment, a suit
will be unnecessary.
Members of the coalition,
however, arecommitted to
eliminating the disparities.
But the issue of educa-
tional disparity is not
merely political or legal.
The deeper issue is a con-
cern for the children. The
children of less affluent
areas of Virginia are entitd-
edtoaneducation equal to
that  available in
wealthier parts of the
state. .
Mr. Walker is super-
intendent of schools for
Halifax County and South
Boston City Public
Schools and chairman of
the Coalition for Equity in
Education Funding.
Copyright 1991 by the
Virginia Forum.

. Virginia's wealthier school

divisions has oumerous
advantages over a student
from a school divisionina
poor community, in-
cluding access to better
facilities, more instruc-
tional materials, smaller
classes and more course
offerings. -

Poorer localities, on the
other hand, have a higher
percentage of children
from poverty stricken and
dysfunctional homes.
These children need more
educational help just to
have an even chance, but
tragically the school

- gystems they are in have

less to offer than their
more affluent neighbors.

Allowing this disparity
o continue is a bad policy
that threatens the future of
Vlrginia. It is also illegal.

The Virginia Constitu-
tion makes education a
fundamental right of the
people of the com-
monwealth land guaran-
tees an educational system
that will assure the ** fullest
development™ of each
child’s natural talents, The
system must be operated
for the “common"” benefit
of all peopie *‘through-
out’' the state. The
General Assembly has an
obligation to develop a
funding system that will

localities combined with a
required [ocal effort to
raise the total fundingto a
level comparable with that
in the wealthy localities.
Concern about funding
inequities led to the forma-
tion in 1990 of a coalition

of school boards to.

challenge the state's fun-
ding mechanisms. Thirty-
eight school divisions and
the Virginia Education
Association now belong to
this coalition.

The coalition has
sought to document cur-
rent inequities to the
governor, the Commission
on Educational Oppor-
tunity for All Yirginians
and members of the
General Assembly, and to
encourage ways to provide
afunding system that will
meet the requirements of
the state constitution.

The organization noted,
for example, that during
1989-90 academic year,
divisions with a higher
flscal capacity spent
almost $110,000 more per
classroom for current

- cont. pg. 17, col. |

provideequal funding for . .

equal effort in various
paris of the state. .
This can be accomplish-
ed through an infusion of
state funding to the poor
L -
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al §chools To Vote

On State Funding Suit

ROANOKE (AP) — A coalition
of Virginia's poorer school districts
most likely will vote next week to
file & lawsuit designed to force
state funding increases, chairman
Kenneth Walker said Thursday.

The coalition, representing 38
districts and the Virginia Educa-
tion Association, authorized its ex-

lawsuit if Gov. L. Douglas Wilder
failed to propose a solution to fun-
ding inequities by today.

The executive committee will

meet Tuesday in Roanoke to decide .

whether the Board of Education’s
proposals to improve the school
system fall short of changes needed
to avoid a lawsuit,

“All we have so far is the Board
of Education initiatives,” said
Walker, the school superintendent
in Halifax County. “We don’t think
we have that much.”

James Dyke, Wilder's secretary
of education, said he may talk with
Walker and other members of the
Coalition for Equity in Educational

Funding before the deadline passes
to urge them to avoid a court fight.
But he said, *I don't have anything
further to report.”

Dyke said if a lawsuit is filed,
Wilder and the Legislature are
likely to put recommendations for
education reform on hold until the

) . litigation is resolved.
ecutive committee to file the -

Walker said the coalition could
vote to file the lawsuit but delay
court hearings until after the
General Assembly adopts a school-
funding plan and then judge
whether to proceed.

Dyke said, “I don't see much dif-
ference between those two options.
We would still be in a litigation
mode.”

“We would like to see this thing
dealt with in the legislative and
executive arenas,” Dyke said.

“Taxpayers are best served if it is
done through that process. I'm op-
timistic the coalition will see that
it is the best option for all Virgi-
nians.”

‘But Walker said the school
system in Virginia, where annual
funding ranges from about $3,500
to more than $8,000, is failing to
serve students equally. :

In an article for Virginia Forum,
an educational organization in.
Richmond, Walker said, “A child in
Virginia's wealthier school divi-
gions has numerous advantages
over a student from a school divi-
gion in a poor community, in-
cluding access to better facilities,
more instructional materials,
smaller classes and more course of-

ferings.”

S



Rich Vs Poor....
Big Difference
In Quality Of
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. : . ByKenneth W, Walker N

Funding for public scl{ool education in Virginia ranges from
about $3,500 to over $8,000 per pupil. A child in Virginia's
wealthier school divisions has numerous advantages over a
student from a school division in a poor community, including
access to better facilities, more instructional materials, smaller
classes and more course offerings.

Poorer localitics, on the other hand, have a higher percentage
of children from poverty stricken and dysfunctional homes.
These children need more educational help just 10 have an even
chance, but tragically the school systems djxcy are in have less
to offer than their more affluent neighbors.

-Allowing the disparity to continue is a bad policy that
threatens the future of Virginia. Itis also illegal.

The Virginia Constitunon makes education a fundamental
right of the people of the commonwealth and guarantees an
educational system that will assure the "fullest development” of
each child's natural talents. The system must be operated for
the "common” benefit of all people "throughout” the state. The
General Assembly has an obligation to develop a funding
system that will provide equal funding for equal effort in
various parts of the state,

This can be accomplished through an infusion of state
funding to the poor localities combined with a required local
effort to raise the total funding to a level comparable with that in
the wealthy localities.

Concern about funding inequities led to the formation in 1990
. of a coalition of school boards to challenge the state’s funding

-mechanisms. Thirty-eight school divisions and the Virginia

Education Association now belong to this coatition.

The coalition has sought to document current inequities to the
governor, the Commission on Educational General Assembly,
and to encourage ways to provide a funding system that will
meet the requirements of the state constitution.

The organization noted, for example, that during 1989-90
academic year, divisions with a higher fiscal capacity spent
almost $110,000 more per classroom for current school
operations than divisions of low fiscal capacity. .

The coalition has also pointed out that lower salaries

- contribute to the difficulty poor school divisions have in hiring
and retaining teachers, . In 1988:89, the average salary for
teachers in.the top. five school division$ in Virginia was
$15,224 higher. (70 percent more) than.in the bottom five

school divisions. The average salary for teachers in the state as |
a whole was $7.153 higher (33 percent higher) than in the

bottom five school divisions. The difference is greater now.
__Richard Saimon and Deborah Verstegen, specialists in school
finance, conducted extensive analyses of Virginia's education
funding and discovered that the disparitics — already severe
— worsened after new funding formulas were implemented for
the 1988-89 school year. a

" MECKLENDURG
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From its inception, the coalition has emphasized correcd
disparities through leveling up. In other words, the st

: should supply adequate fiscal resources 10 raise the low

!
!

school divisions without taking away from the divisions w
greater fiscal capacity. : '
However, diring the past 20 years the percent of the to

¢ state general fund allocated for elementary and second:
" education has decreased significantly — from more than

percent 10 35 percent.  If the disparity is to be decrease
Virginia must reverse thiswend, =~

A report by the Commission on Educational Opportunity |
All Virginians detailed the existence of severe educatior
disparities and made general recommendations but did not ma
specific fiscal proposals to address the problem. The leaders
the coalition met with the governor and secretary of educati

" in March 1991." The govemor stated that he would annour

specific budget proposals by the end of the summer to be;
resolving disparities.” Leaders of the coalition were )
encouraged, however, because the administration had nothi
specific to offer at that time. .

On April 19, 1991, the coalition voted unanimously to-en
suit unless the govemnor presented by September 13 a speci
blueprint for resolving fiscal disparitics in education. T
coalition has retained former Virginia Anormey General Andr
Miller as legal counsel.

Lawsuits on educational disparity in Kentucky, Texas, :
several other states brought significant changes in element.
and secondary education funding. On July 25, 1991, a coun
Tennessee also ruled for plaintiffs, a group of small sch
districts, in a suit against that state's system of funding. K
Alexandet, a nationally known education and constitutional ;
specialist, says Virginia has stronger guarantees regardi
fundamental right to education than any other state. )

If the problem can be resolved by the executive and legisiat
branches of state government, a suit will be unnecess:
Members of the coalition, however, are committed
eliminating the disparitics. ‘ ' )

But the issue of educational disparity is not merely politica
legal. The deeper issue is a concern for the children. -
children of less affluent areas of Virginia are entitled tc
education equal to that available in wealthier parts of the stat:

— Walker is superintendent of schools for Halifax Cot
and South Boston City Public Schools and chairman of

Coalition for Equiry in Educational Funding.
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 Imequity in school funding:

by Kenneth E. Walker

Funding for public school educa-
tion in Virginia ragggs from about
$3,500 to over $8, Per pupil. A
child in Virginia's wealthler school
divisions has numcrous advantages
over & student from a school divi
sion in a poor community, Includ-
ing access to better facllities, more
instructional materlals, smaller
classes and more course offerings.
- Poorer localitles, on the other
hand, have a higher percentage of
children from poveny-stricken and
dysfunctional homes. These chil-
dren need more educational help just
to have an even chance, but tragi-
caily the school systems they arc in

have less to offer than their more

affluent neighbors,

Allowing this disparity to con-
tinue is a bad policy that threatens
}hc il§'mure of Virginia. It is also il-
egal.

The Virginia Constitution makes
education & fundamental right of the
people of the commonwealth and
guarantees an educational system
that will assure the "fullest devel-
opment” of each child's natural tal-
ents: The system must be operated
for the "common” benefit of all

cople "throughout™ the state. The
%cneral Assembly has an obliga-
tion to develop a funding system
that will provide equal funding for
equal effort In various pans of the
state.

This can be accomplished
through an infusion of state funding
to the poor localitics combine
with a required local effort to raise
the total funding to a level compa-
rable with that in the wealthy local-
ities.

Concern about funding inequities
led to the formation in 1990 of a

coalltion of school boards to chal-
fenge the state’'s funding mecha-
nisms. Thirnty-eight school divi-
sions and the Virginia Education
Assoclation now belong to this
coalition.

The coalition has sought to doc-
ument current inequities to the
Govemor, the Commission on Ed-
ucational Opportuaity for All Vis-
ginians and members of the General

. Assembly, and to encourage ways

to provide a funding system that
will meet the requirements of the
state constitution.

The organization noted, for ex-
ample, that during 1989-90 aca-
demic year, divisions with a higher
fiscal capaclty spent almost
$110,000 more per ciassroom for
current school operations than divi-
sions of low fiscal capacity.

The coalition has also pointed
out that lower salari¢s contribute to
the difficulty poor school divisions
bave in hiring and retaining teach-
ers. In 1988-89, the average salary
for teachers In the top five school
divisions In Virginia was $15,224
higher (70 percent more) than in the
bottom five school divisions. The
average salary for teachers in the
state as a whole was $7,153 higher
(33 percent higher) than in the bot-
tom five school divisions. The dif-
ference Is greater now.

Richard Salmon and Deborah
Verstegen, specialists In school fi-
nance, conducted extensive analyses
of Virginia's education funding and
discovered that the disparities~—al-
ready severe—worsened after new
funding formulas were implemented
for the 1988-89 school year.

From its inception, the coalition
has emphasized correcting dispari-
ties through leveling up. In other

N
yr——%.
VIRGINIA FORUM

words, the state should supply ade- -

quate fiscal resources to raise the
lower school divisions without tak-
ing away from the divisions with
greater fiscal capacity.

However, dm'ln% the past 20
years the percent of the total state
general fund allocated for elemen-
tary and secondary education has de-
creased signlt‘icmlsy—fmm more
than 50 percent to 35 percent. If the
disparity is to be decreased, Virginia
must reverse this trend.

A report by the Commission on
Educational Opportunity for All
Virginlans detailed the existence of
severe educationsl dispatities and
made genersl recommendations but
did not make specific fiscal pmqghs’
als to address the problem. The
leaders of the coalition met with the
Governor and secretary of education
In March 1991, The Govemor
stated that ke would announce spe-
cific budget proposals by the end of
the summer to begin resolving dis-
paritles. Leaders of the coalition
were not encouraged, however, be-
cause the administration had noth-
ing specific to offer at that time.

On April 19, 1991, the.coalition
yoted unanimously to enter suit un-
less the Governor presented by
September 13 a specific blueprini
for xesolvluﬂﬁscnl disparities in
education. The coalition has re«
tained former Virginia Attorney
General Andrew Miller as legal
counsel. .

Lawsults on educational disparity
In Kentocky, Texas, and several
other states brought significant
changes in elementary and sec.
ondary education funding. On July
25, 1991, a court in Tennessee also

ruled for the plaintiffs, a group of
small school districts, in 2 suit
against that state's system of fund-

Ing. Kem Alexander, s nationally. .

keriown education and constitutionsl
law speciallst, says Virginia has
stronger fumntees regarding 2 fun-
damental right to education than
m}r other state.

f the problem can be resolved by
the exccutive and legislative
branches of state government, a suit
will be unnecessary. Members of

_ the coalition, however, are commit-
ted to eliminating the disparities.

a threat to Virginia's future

But the issue of educational «
parity is not merely political or
i:l. The deeper issue is a cone

or the children. The children of )
affluent aress of Virginia are ¢:
tled to an education equal to t
available in wealthler pants of

state,
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" Walker is superintendent of

schools for Halifax Connty and

taking away from the divisions

with greater fiscal capacity.
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Inequity In School Funding:

" The Threat To Va's Future

By Kenncth E. Walker

Funding for public school educa-
tion in Virginia ranges from about

- $3.500 to over $8,000 per pupil.

Coalition for

Educational Funding,

Public Schools
Virginia Forum

and chairman of the
Equity in

South Boston City

A report by the Commission on
‘Educational Opportunity for All

However, daring the past 20
years the percent of the total state
‘general fund allocated for elemen-
tary and secondary education has
the disparity is to be decreased,
Virginia must reverse this wead, -
Virginians detailed the existence of
severe educational disparities and

.decreased significantly - from mare

~ than 50 percent to 35 percent. If

A child in Vieginia's wealthier
school divisions has numerous ad-
vaniages over a student from a
school division in a poor commu-
nity, including access to better fa-
cilities, more instructional materi-
als, smaller classes and more course
offerings, )

Poorer localities, on the other

" hand, have'a higher percentage of

children from poventy stricken and
dysfunctional homes. Thesc chil-
dren need more educational help just
ta have an cven chance, but tragi-
cally the school systems they arc in
bave less 10 offer than their more

afflyent neighbors,

made general recommendations but .
did not make specific fiscal propos-

als to address the problem. The

Allowing this disparity o con-
tinue is a bad policy that threaiens
the futare of Virginia. It is also il
legal,

The Virginia Constitution makes

‘The governor

On April 19, 1991, the coalition
voted unanimously to cnter suit

stated that he would announce spe-

cific budget proposals by the end of
the summer 0 begin resolving dis-

parities. Leaders of the coalition
cause the administrasion had noth-

ieaders of the coalition met with the
were not encouraged, however, be-
ing specific to offer at that time.

‘governor and secretary of education

in March 1991,

the governor presented by

unless

education a fundamental right of the
people of the commonwealth and
guarantees an cducational sysiem
that will assurc the “fullest devel-
opment” of cach child's natural tal-
ents. The system must be operated
for the "common® benefit of all
people “throughoul” the state, The
Genceral Assembly has an obliga-
tion {0 develop a funding system
that will provide cqual funding for
cqual effort in various parts of the
staic.

This can be accomplishcd
through an infusion of state funding
1o the poor localities combined
with a required locat effort to ralse
the total funding o a level compa-
rablc with that In the wealthy
localities. -

Concern about fynding incquities
led to the fermation in 1990 of a
coalition of schoo! boards to cha-
lenge the staie’s funding mecha-
nisms. Thirty-cight school divi-

sions and the Virginia Education
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Association now belong 1o this
. coalition, . ‘

The coalition has sought to doc-
ument current incquities to the
_governor, the Commission on
Educational Opportunity for All )
Virginians and mcmbers of the.

" Gencral Assembly, and to encour.’
age ways 1o providc a funding sys-
tem that will meet the requirements
of the state constitution,

The osganization noted, for ex-
ample, that during 1989-90 aca-
demic year, divisions with a higher
fiscal capacity spemt almost
$110,000 more per classroom for
current school operations than divi-
sions of low fiscal capacity.

The coalition has also pointed -
out that lower salarics contribute to
the difficulty poor schoo! divisions
have in hiring and retaining teach-
ors. In 1988-89, the average salary
for teachers in the top five school
divisions in Virginia was $15,224

Continued OnPage 13 - .
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ROANOKE (AP) Today Is the
deadline a coalition of Virginia's
poorer school districts set for Gov.
* L. Douglas Wilder to propose a solu-
tion to stale school funding ine-
quities or prepare for a lawsuit.

But Wilder, who plans lo announce
this afternoon whether to seek the
Democratic nomination -for presi-
dent, has other things on his mind.
And Sccretary of Education James
. Dyke said Thursday, "I don't have
anything further to report."

- The Coalition for Equity in Educa-

lional Funding probably wili vote
next week to file the Jawsuit design-
ed to force state funding increases,

chairman Kenneth Walker said.

The coalition, representing 38
districts and the Virginia Education
Association, authorized its executive
committee to {ile the lawsuit if. the
deadline- passed without a suitable
funding plan.

Walker said the school aystem in

Virginia, where annual funding
ranges from about $3,500 to more
than $8,000 per pupil, is failing to
serve students equally.

The executive committee will
meet Tuesday in Roanoke to decide
whether the Board of Education's
proposals to improve the school

" system fall short of changes needed

to avoid a lawsuit.

“All we have so far Is the Board of

Education initiatives,” said Walker, A

the schaol supenntendent in Halifax
County. “We don't think we have
that much.”

Dyke said he planued to talk with
Walker and other member$ of the
Coalition for Equity in Educational
Funding-before the meeting to urge
them to aveid a court fight.

Dyke said if a lawsuit is filed,
Wilder and the General Assembly
are likely. to put recommendations

for education reform on hold until

theitigation is resoived.

Walker said the coalition could
vote to file the lawsuit, but delay
court hearings until after the

General Assembly adopts a school
funding plan and then judge whether

.mond, Walker said,
: Virginla s wealthier school divisions

| 'School F undzngDeadhnePasses

By DAVID REED Assoclated Press

to proceed.

Dyke sald, “1 don't see much dif-
ference between those. two options,
We would sml be in a htlgatlon
mode,

“We would like to see this thing
deait with in the legislative and ex-
ecutive arenas,” Dyke said. “Tax-
payers are best served If it is done
through that process. I'm optimistic
the coalition will see that it is the
best option for all Virginians."

In an article for Virginia Forum,
an educational erganization in Rlch-
“A child in

has numerous advantages over a
student from a school division in a

poor community.’



Waiker

Educational opportunities vary
from the poor to rich counties

Funding for public school education in Virginia
ranges from about $3,500 to over $8,000 per pupil.
A child in Virginia's wealthier school divisions has
numerous advantages over a student from a school
division in a poor community, including access to
better facilities, more instructional materials, smal-
ler classes and more course offerings.

Poorer localities, on the other hand, have a
higher percentage of children from poventy stricken
and dysfunctional homes. These children need
more educational help just to have an even chance,
but tragically the school systems they are in have
less to offer than their more affluent neighbors.

Allowing this disparity to continue is a bad po-
licy that threatens the future of Virginia. It is also

illegal.

" The Virginia Constitstion makes education a
* fundzamental right- of the people of the common-
" wealth and guarantées an educational system that
will assure the ‘‘fullest development’” of each
. child’s nawral talents. The system must be oper-
- aed for the “‘common’ benefit of all people
. “‘throughout’” the state. The General Assembly has
. an obligation to develop a funding system that will
. provide equal funding for equal effort in various
;. pans of the state, ,

: This can be accomplished through an infusion of
. state funding to the poor localities combined witha
. required local effort to raise the total funding to a
. level comparable with that in the wealthy localities.
. Concern about funding inequities led to the for-
" mation in 1990 of a coalition of school boards to
. challenge the state’s funding mechanisms. Thirty-

Virginia Forum
(v#v by Kenneth Walker

[ [ Columnist

Continued from page 4A

tricts, in a suit against that staie’s sysiem of fund-
ing. Kemn Alexander, a nationally known cducation
and constitutional law specialist, says Virginia has
stronger guarantees than any other state,

if thg problem can be resolved by the executive
and-legislative branches of state government, 2 suit
will be unnccessary, Members of the coalition,
however, are committed 1o eliminating the dispari-

tics.

But the issue of educational disparity is not
merely political of icgal. The deeper issue is a con-
cem for the children. The children of less affluent
arcas of Virginia are cntiticd to an education equal
to that available in wealthicr parts of the state.

Walker is superintendent of schools for Hali-
fax County and South Boston City Public
Schools and chairman of the Coalition for
Equity in Educational Funding.

Smyth County News
Marion VA
Circulation: 7,028
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eight school divisions and the Virginia Education
Association now belong to this coalition.

The coalition has sought to document current
inequities to the govemor, the Commission on Ed-
ucational Opportunity for All Virginians and mem-
bers of the General Assembly, and 10 encourage
ways o provide a funding system that will meet the
requirements of the state constitution.

The organization noted, for example, that during
1989-90 academic year, divisions with a higher fis-
cal capacity spent almost $110,000 more per class-

room for current school operations than dlvisions

of low fiscal capacity.
The coalition has also pointed out that lower sa-

laries contribute to the difficulty poor school div--

isions have in hiring and retaining teachers, In
1988-89, the average salary for teachers in the top
five school divisions in Virginia was $15,224
higher (70 percent more) than in the bottom five
school divisions. The average salary for teachers in
the state as a whole was $7,153 higher (33 percent
higher) than in the botton: five school divisions.
‘The difference Is greater now.

Richard Salmon and Deborah Verstegen, specia-

Hsts in school finance, conducted extensive analy-
ses of Virginia's education funding and discovered
that the disparities -- alieady severe - worsened
afer new funding formulas were implemented for
the 1988-89 school year. '

From its inception, the coalition has emphasized
correcting disparities through levciing up. In other
words, the state should supply adequate fiscal re-
sources to raisc the lower school divisions without
taking away from the divisions with greater fiscal
capacity. ,

However, during the past 20 years the percent of
the total state gencral fund allocated for eiementary
and secondary educatlon has decrcased significan-
tly -- from more than 50 percent to 35 percent. If
the disparity is to be decreased, Virginia must re-
verse this trend.

A repont by the Commission on Educational Op-
portunity for All Virginlans detailed the existence
of severe educational disparities and made general
recommendations but did not make specific fiscal
proposals to address the problem. The leaders of
the coalition met with the governor and secretary of
education in March 1991. The govemor stated that
he would announce specific budget proposals by
the end of the summer to begin resoiving dispari-
ties. Leaders of the coalition were not encouraged,
howevcer, because the administration had nothing

-} specificto offer at that time.

On April 19, the coalition voted unanimously to
enter suit unless the governor presented by Sept. 13
a specific blueprint for resolving fiscal disparities
in education. The coalition has retained former
Virginia Attomey General Andrew Miller as legal
counsel.

Lawsults on educational disparity in Kenwcky,
Texas, and several other states brought significant
changes in elementary and secondary education

| funding. On July 25, a court in Tennessee also

ruled for the plaintiffs, a group of small school dis-
See Walker, page 10A
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Cantinved from page 4

current school operations than di-
visions of low fiscal capacity.

The coslition has also pointed
out that lower salaries contribute
to the difficulty poor scheol divi-
sions have in hiring and retaining
teachers. In 1988-89, the average
salary for teachers in the top five
school divisions in Virginia -was
$15,224 higher (70 percent more)
than in the bottom five school divi-
sions. The average salary for tea-
chers in the state as a whole was
$7.153 higher (33 percent higher)
than in the bottom five achool divi-
sions. The difTerence is greater
now.

Richard Salmon and Deborah
Verstegen, specialists in school
finance, conducted extensive
analyses of Virginia's education
funding and discovered that the

. disparities - already severe - wor-
sened after new funding formulas
were implemented for the 1988-89
school year. '

From its inception, the coalition
has emphasized correcting dispar-
ities through leveling up. In.other
words, the state should supply
adequate fiscal resources to raise
the lower school divisions without
taking away f{rom the divisions
with greater fiscal capacity.

However, during the past 20
years the percent of the total state
general fund allocated for elemen-
tary and secondary education has
decreased significantly - from
more than 50 percent to 35 per-
dent. If the disparity is to be de-
creased, Virginia must reverse this
trend. :

A report by the Commission on
Educational Opportunity for ALL
Virginians detailed the existence
of severe educational disparities
and made general recom-
mendations but did not make spe-
cifie fiscal proposals to address the
problem. The leaders of the coali-
tion met with the governor and
secretary of education in March
1991. The governor stated that he
would announce specific budget
proposals by the end of the sum-
mer to begin resclving disparities.
Leaders of the coalition were not
encouraged, however, bacause the

fic to offer at that ime.

On April 19, 1991, the coalition
voted unanimously to enter suit
unless the governor presented by
Sept. 13 a specific blueprint for
resolving fiscal disparities in edu-
cation. The coalition has retained
former Virginia Attorney General

Andrew Miller as legal counsel.

Lawsuits on educational dispar-
ity in Kentucky, Texas, and
severn! other states brought signif-
jcant changes in elementary and
secondnry education funding. On
July 25, 1991, a court in Tennessee
also ruled for the plaintiffs, a
group of small school district, in a
suit against that state’s system of
funding. Kern Alexander, a
nationally known education and
constitutional law specialist, says
Virginia has stronger guarantees
regarding a fundamental right to
education than any other state.

If the problem can be resolved by
the executive and legislative bran-
ches of state government, a suit
will be unnecessary. Members of
the coalition, however, are com-
mitted to eliminating the dispari-
ties. .

But the issue of educational dis-
parity is not merely political or
legal. The deeper issue is a concern
for the children. The children of

administration hsd nothing speci- , less affluent areas of Virginia are

entitled to an education equal to
that cvailable in wealthier parts of
the state. .

Walker ix superintendent of schools
Jor Halifax County and South Boston
City Public Schools and chairman of
the Coalition for Equity in Educational
Funding.
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Rich vs.
poor in | =
- Va. schools virania Forum

: By Kenneth W. Walker )

Funding for public school education in Virginia ranges from
about $3,500 to over $8,000 per pupil. A child in Virginia's
wealthier school divisions has numerous advantages over a
student from a school division in & poor community, including
access to better facilities, more instructional materials, smaller
classes and more course offerings. :

Poorer localities, on the other hand, have a higher percentage
of children from poverty stricken and dysfunctional homes.

" - These children need more educational help just to have an even

chance, but tragically the school systems they are in have less
to offer than their more affluent neighbors.

Allowing the disparity to continue is a bad policy that
threatens the future of Virginia, Itis also illegal.

The Virginia Constitution makes education a fundamental
right of the people of the commonwealth and guarantees an
-educational system that will assure the “fullest development” of
each child’s natural talents. The system must be operated for
the "common” benefit of all people "throughout” the state. The
General Assembly has an obligation to develop a funding

system that will provide equal funding for equal effort in

various parts of the state. :

This can be accomplished through an infusion of state
funding to the poor localities combined with a required local
effort to raise the total funding to a level comparable with that in
the wealthy localides.

Concern about funding inequities led to the formation in 1990
of a coalition of school boards to challenge the state's funding

mechanisms. Thirty-eight school divisions and the Virginia:

- Education Association now belong to this coalition.

The coalition has sought to document current inequities to the
governor, the Commission on Educational General Assembly,
and to encourage ways to provide a funding system that will
meet the requirements of the state constitution,

The organization noted, for example, that during 1989-90
academic year, divisions with a higher fiscal capacity spent
almost $110,000 more per classroom for current school
operations than divisions of low fiscal capacity.

News & Record
South Boston, VA

Date

The coalition has also pointed out that lower salaries
contribute to the difficulty poor school divisions have in hiring
and retaining teachers. In 1988-89, the average salary-for
teachers in the top five school divisions in Virginia was
$15,224 higher (70 percent more) than in the bottom five
school divisions. The average salary for teachers in the state as
a whole was $7,153 higher (33 percent higher) than in the
bottom five school divisions. The difference is greater now.

Richard Salmon and Deborah Verstegen, specialists in school
finance, conducted extensive analyses of Virginia's education
funding and discovered that the disparities — already severe
— worsened after new funding formulas were implemented for
the 1988-89 school year.

From its inception, the coalition has emphasized correcting
disparities through leveling up. In other words, the state
should supply adequate fiscal resources to raise the lower.
school divisions without taking away from the divisions with
greater fiscal capacity.

However, during the past 20 years the percent of the total
state general fund allocated for elementary and secondary
education has decreased significantly — from more than 50
percent to 35 percent. If the disparity is to be decreased,

* Virginia must reverse this trend.

A report by the Commission on Educational Opportunity for
All Virginians detailed the existence of severc educational
disparities and made general recommendations but did not make
specific fiscal proposals to address the problem. The leaders of
the coalition met with the governor and secretary of education
in March 1991. The governor stated that he would announce
specific budget proposals by the end of the summer to begin
resolving disparities. Leaders of the coalitiori were not
encouraged, however, because the administration had nothing
specific to offer at that time.

On April 19, 1991, the coalition voted unanimously to enter
suit uniess the governor presented by September 13 a specific
blueprint for resolving fiscal disparities in education. The
coalition has retained former Virginia Attorney General Andrew
Miller as legal counsel.

Lawsuits on educational disparity in Kentucky, Texas, and
several other states brought significant changes in elementary
and secondary education funding. On July 25, 1991, a court in
Tennessee also ruled for plaintiffs, a group of small school
districts, in a suit against that state's system of funding. Kem
Alexander, a nationally known education and constitutional law
specialist, says Virginia has stronger guarantees regarding a
fundamental right to education than any other state.

If the problem can be resolved by the executive and legisiative
branches of state government, a suit will be unnecessary.
Members of the coalition, however, are committed to

‘eliminating the disparities.

But the issue of educational disparity is not merely political or

" legal. The deeper issue is a concern for the children. The

children of less affluent areas of Virginia are entitled to an
education equal to that available in wealthier parts of the state.

— Walker is superintendent of schools for Halifax County.
and South Boston City Public Schools and chairman of the
Coalition for Equity in Educational Funding.
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Disparity lawsuits bringing change
to many educational funding systems

By Kenneth Walker

Funding for public school education in Virginia
ra:ﬁﬁs from about $3.500 to over $8,000 per pupil.
A child in Virginia's wealthier school divisions has
numerous advantages over a student from a school
division in a poor community, including access to
better facilities, more Instructional materials,
smaller classes and more course offerings.
mggorer localities, ogf tl::ia‘n ?itr}éer hand. have a

er percentage n from verty
stricken and dysfunctional homes. These cﬁldmn
need more educational help just to have an even
chance, but the school systems they are
g)o have less to offer their more affluent neigh-

rs.

Allowing this disparity to continue is a bad policy
tl;ai.t threatens the future of Virginia. It {s also ille-
g ;

The Virginia Constitution makes education a
fundamental right of the people of the common-
wealth and guarantees an educational system that
will assure the “fullest development” of each child’s
natural talents. The system must be operated for
the “common™ benefit of M"thmughout”
the state, The General Assembly an obligation
to develop a funding system that will provide equal
fuéldmg for equal effort in various parts of the
state.

This can be accomplished through an infuston of
state funding to the poor localities combined with a
required locai effort to raise the total funding to a
level comparable with that in the weaithy localities.

Concein about fun inequities led to the for-
mation in 1990 of a coalition of school boards to
challenge the state’s fun mechanisms. Thirty-
eight school divistons and the Virginia Education
Assoclation now belong to this coalition.

The coalition has sought to document current
inequities to the governor. the Commission on Ed-
ucational Opportunity for All Virginians and mem-
bers of the Ceneral Assembly, and to encourage
ways to provide a funding system that will meet the
requirements of the state constitution.

The organization noted. for example. that during
1989-90 academic year, divisions with a higher fis-
cal capacify spent almost $110.000 more per
classroom for current school operations than divi-
sions of low flscal capacity.

The coalition has also pointed out that lower sa-
laries contribute to the difficulty poor school divi-
sions have in hiring and retaining teachers. In
1988-89, the average salary for teachers in the top
five school divistons in Virginia was $15,224 higher
(70 percent more} than in the bottom flve school
divisions. The average salary for teachers in the
state as a whole was $7,153 higher (33 percent
higher} than in the bottom five school divistons.
The difference is greater now.

Richard Salmon and Deborah Verstegen. specia-

lists in school finance, conducted extensive analy-
ses of Virginia’s education funding and discovered
that the disparities - already severe - worsened
after new funding formulas were implemented for
the 1988-89 school year. .

From its inception, the coalition has emphasized

correcting disparities through leveling up. In other

words, u;‘e stapt:nahomd supply adequate fiscal re-

sources to raise the lower scrxool divisions without

taking away from the divisions with greater fiscal
ach

ml?!ow?ver. during the past 20 years the percent of
the total state general fund ted for elemen-
tary and secondary education has decreased signif-
icantly - from more than S0 percent to 35 percent.
If the disparity is to be decreased. Virginia must
reverse this trend.

A report by the Commission of Educational Op-
portunity for All Virginians detailed the existence
of severe educational disparities and made general
recommendations but did not make spectiic fiscal
proposals to address the problem. The leaders of
the coalition met with the. governor and secretary
of education in March 1991. The governor stated
that he would announce specific budget proposals
by the end of the summer to begin resolving dispar-
ities. Leaders of the coalition were not encouraged.
however, because the administration had nothing
specific to offer at that time.

On April 19, 1991, the coalition voted unani-
mously to enter suit unless the governor presented
by September 13 a s(redﬂc blueprint for resolving
fiscal disparities in education. The coalition has re-
tained former Virginia Attorney General Andrew
Miller as legal counsel. t

Lawsuits on educational disparity in Kentucky.
Texas. and several other states brought signiflcant
changes in elementary and secondary education
funding. On July 25, 1991, a court in Tennessee
also ruled for the plainti(fs, a group of small school
districts, in a suit against that slate’s system of
funding. Kemn Alexander. a nationally known edu-
cation and constitutional law speclalist. says Vir-
ginfa has stronger guarantees regarding a funda-
mental right to education than any other state.

If the problem can be resolved by the executive
and legislative branches of state government, a
suit wlﬁ be unnecessary. Members of the coalition,
however, are committed to eliminating the dispari-
tes.

But the issue of educational disparity is not
mereiy political or legal. The deeper issue is a con-
cern for the children. The children of less aflluent
areas of Virginia are entitled to an education equal
to that available in wealthier parts of the state.

Walker (s superintendent of schools for Halifax
County and South Boston City Public Schools and
chairman of the Coalition for Equity in Educational
Funding.

Copyright {c} 1991 by the Virginia Forum. 9/91.
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By Kenneth E. Walker

Funding for public school education ixxq o
Virginia ranges from about $3,500 to aver
$8,000 per pupil. A child in Virginia's wealthier
achool divisions has numerous advantages over
a student from a school division in a poor com-
munity, including acceas to better facilities,
more instructional materials, smaller classes
and more course offerings.

Poarer localities, on the other hand, have
higher percentage of children from poverty
stricken and dysfunctional homes. Thess
children need more educational help just ta
have an even chance, but tragically the school
systems they are in have less to offer than
their more affluent neighbors.

Allowing this disparity te continue is a bad
policy that threatens the future of Virginia. It
is also illegal.

The Virginia Constitution makes education -
a fundamental right of the people of the com-
monwenlth and guarantees an educational
system that will assure the “fullest develop-
ment” of éach child’s natural talents. The
system must be operated for the “common”.
benefit of all people “throughout” the state. The
General Assembly has.an obligation to davelop
a funding system that will provids equal
funding for equal effort in various parts of the
state. '

‘This can be accomplished through an
infusion of state funding to the poor localities
combined with a required local effort to raise
the total funding to a level comparable with
that in the wealthy localities.

Concern about funding inequities led to the
formation in 1990 of a coalition of school boards
to challenge the state’s funding mechanisms.
Thirty-eight school divisions and the Virginia
Education Association now belong to this
" coalition.

The coalition has sought to document
current inequities to the governor, the Com-
mission on Educational Opportunity for All
Virginians and members of the General
Assembly, and to encourage ways to provide a
funding system that will meet the require-
ments of the state constitution.

The organization noted, for example, that

during 198990 academic year, divisions witha -

higher fiscal capacity spent almost $110,000
more per classroom for current school opera-
tions than divisions of low fiscal capacity.

The coalition has also pointed out that lower
salaries contribute to the difficulty poor scheol
divisions have in hiring and retaining teachers.
In 1988.89, the average salary for teachers in
the top five school divisions in Virginia was

- and discovered that the

Children of equal ;vorth

$15,224 higher (70 percent more) than in the
bottom five schoal divisions. The average
salary for teachers in the state as a whole was
$7,153 higher (33 percent higher) than in the
bottom five schoal divisions. The difference is

greater now.

Richard Salmon and Deborah Verstegen,
specialists in school finance, conducted exten-
sive analyses of Virginia's education f:m
dizparities — y
severe - worsened after new funding formulas
were implented for the 1988-89 school year.

From its ineeption, the coalition has
emphasized disparities through
leveling up. m words, the state should
supply adequate fiscal resources to ruise the
lower school divisions without taking away
from the divisions with greater fiscal capacity.

However, during the past 20 years the
percent of the total state general fund ailocated
for elementary and secondary education has
decreased significantly — from more than 50

percent to 85 percent. If the disparity is to be
- decreased,

Virginia must reverse this trend.

A report by the Commiasion on Educational
Opportunity for All Virginians detailed the
existence of severe educational disparities and
made general recommendations but did not |
make speecific fiscal | to address the

. problem. The leaders of the coalition met with
. the governor and secretary of education in

March 1991. The governor stated that he would
annonnce specific budget proposals by the end
of the summer to begin resolving disparities.
Leaders of the coalition were not encouraged,
however, becausa the administration had
nothing specific to offer at that time.

On April 19, 1991, the coalition voted
unanimously to enter suit unless the governor
presented by Sept. 13 a specific blueprint for
resolving fiscal disparities in education. The
coalition has retained former Virginia Attorney
General Andrew Miller as legal counsel.

If the problem can be resolved by the
executive and legislative branches of state
government, a suit will be unnecessary.

" Members of the coalition, however, are commit-

ted to eliminating the disparities.

But the issue of educational disparity is not
merely political or legal. The deeper issue isa
concern for the children. The children of less
afflvent areas of Virginia are entitled to an
education equal to that available in wealthier

. parts of the state. —Walker is superinten-

dent of schools for Halifax County and
South Boston City Public Schools and

‘chairman of the Coalition for Equity in

Educational Funding.
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(Editor's note: Dr. Walker is
superintendent of schools for
Halifax County and South Bosion

. City Public Schools and chairman

of the Coalition " for Equity in
Educational Funding.)

Funding for pubhc school educa-
tion in Virginia ranges from about
$3,500 to over $8,000 per pupil. A
child in Virginia's wealthier school
divisions has numerous advantages

over a student from a school divi-’

sion in a poor community, incl

ing access to better facilities, more
instructional  materials,

classes and more course offaings.

Poorer localities, on the other
hand, have a higher percentage of
children from poverty stricken and
dysfunctional  homes.  These
children need more educational help
just to have an even chance, but
tragically the school systems they
are in have less to offer than their
mote affluent neighbors.

Allowmg this disparity .to
continue is a bad policy that
threatens the future of Virgnia. It
is also illegal. ‘

The  Virginia  Constitution
makes education a fundamental
right of the people of the com-
monwealth and guaranices an
educational system that will assure
the "fullest development™ of each
child's natural talents. The sysiem
must be operated for the "common”
benelit of all people "throughout”

the state. The General Assembly.

has an obligation to develop a
funding system that will provide
equal funding for equal effort in

" various pans of the state.

This can be sccomplished
through an influsion of state
funding t the poor localities
combined with a required local
effort to raise the total funding to a
level comparable with that in the

wealthy localities.

Concemn about funding i ineqaities
led 1o the formation in 1990 of a
coalition of school boards to chal-
lenge the state’s funding mecha-
nism. Thinty-eight school divisions
and the Virginia Education Asso-
ciaion now  belong to this
coalition.

The coalition has sought to
document current inequities 1o the
governor, the Commission on Edu-
cational Opportunity for All
Virginians and members of the

- General Assembly, and to encou-
* rage ways to provide a funding

system that will meet the require-

" ments of the state constitution. .

The organization noted, for
example, that during 1989-90
academic year, divisions with a
higher fiscal capacity spent almost

-+ $110,000 more per classroom for
operations  than

cumrent  school
divisions of low fiscal capacity.

The coalition has also pointed
out that lower salarics contribute to
the difficulty poor school divisions
have in hiring and retaining
teachers. In 1988-89, the average
salary for teachers in the top five
school divisions in Virginia was
$15,224 higher (70 percent more)

.lhan in the bottom five school

BEUPUTUE FEPU S
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in “school funding:
the threat to Vufgmla s future

o by Dr. Keoneth E. Walker

$7.153 hi (33 powent h]ghex)
than in ﬁ five . school

dxv:sums The differesan s greater

v Rlchard Salmon axl: ch?r?_h
erstegen, specialists i school fi-
nance, conducted extemive analyses
of Virginia's educationfonding and
discovered that the- disparities—
already ma&—mﬁnﬂaﬂum
fuhding formulas

for the 1988-89 school year. .

From its inception, tie coalition
has emphasized comresting
ties through leveling up. In othz:
words, the st sheid supply
adequate fiscal resources o rajse the
fower school divisioes: without
taking away from Os: divisions
with greater fiscal capecity.

s the percent of el s
years the percent state
general  fund  alleated  for
elementary and secondayeducation
has decreased signifiemtly--from
more than 50 percent 035 percent.
If the disparity is to bedecreased,
Virginia must reverse tii.trend.

A report by the Conmission on
Eduycational ;. for All
Virginiang detailed the existence of
severe educational digpmities and
made genesal recommendations but
did not make spedfic’ fiscal
proposals 1o address fe problem.
The leaders of the cafition met
with the govemor and seretary of
education in March 1991, The
governor stated that Be. would
announce specific budgerproposals
by the end of the summer to begin
resolving disparities. Lenfess of the
coalition were not escouraged,
however, because the adninistration
had nothing specific toeffer at that
time,

On April 19, 1991, tte.coalition
voted unanimously to enter suit
uniess the govemor pmsented by
September 13 a specific blucprint
for resolving fiscal diparities in
education. The codition. has
retained former Virgink: Attomey
General Andrew Millw ag legal
counsel.

Lawsuits on educathmal dispa-
rity in Kentucky, Texas and several
other states brought significant
changes in clementary snd’ secon-
dary education funding. On July 25,
1991, a court in Termessee also
ruled for the plaintiffs, & group of
small school districts, in: a suit
against that sme's wstem of .
funding. Kem Aleunder, a.
nationally kno¥n educwion and
constitutional {gw spechfist, says
Virgina has swonger guarantees
regarding a fundamentf right o
education than any othersate.

if the problem can be resolved
by the executive and legislative -
branches of state governnent, a spit
will be unnecessary. Members of

the coalition, howmer, are
committed to eclimingting the
disparities. .

But the issue of educational
disparity is not merely golitical or
legal. The deeper issue isa:concemn
for the children. The childz=n.of less
affluent areas of Viggnia are
enndadtosneducauoneqﬂmthat
available in wealthier paas' of the
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Funrding for public school *These children nced more edu-

sducation in Virginia ranges from
about $3,500 to over $8.000 per
pupil. Allowing this disparity to
continue is bad social policy that
threatens the future of Virginia,
says 2n alliance of poorer school
districts.

It is also fllegal, wams the
Coalition for Equity in Educa-
tional Funding, which says it will
bring suit to end the disparities if
the govemor does not propose a
plan to do so by September 13.

“The Virginia Constitution
makes education a fundamental
right of the people of the Com-
monwealth,” says Dr. Kenneth E.
Walker, chairman of the coali-

tion. *The state has an obligation -

under its constitution to provide
an educational system that will
assure the ‘fullest devclopment*
of the child's natural talents. This
- system must be operated for the

‘common’ benefit of all pcopie
. ‘throughout’ the state.”

Created in 1990, the coalition
has sought to document the mag-
nitde of disparity inpublic school
funding inthe state. Walkernotes,
for example, that the average
salary for teachers in the top five
school divisions in Virginia was
more than $15,000 (70 percent)
higher than'in the botiom five
school divisions. In the 1989-90

academic ycar affluent school .

districts spent almost $110,000
more perciassroom for the opera-
tion of their schools than poor
school districts.

If anything, the disparity is
acwally greater than it appears,
says Walker, who is superinten-
dent of schools for both Halifax
County and South Boston City
Pubiic Schools. Poorer iocalities,
he argues, have a higher percent-
age of children from poverty-
strickenand dysfunctional homes.

cational help justto have an even
chance, but tragically the school

systems they arc in have less to’

offer than their more affluent
neighbors,” he says.

Thiny-cight school divisions
and the Virginia Education Asso-
ciation now beiong to the school
funding coallion. This is not
surprising, says Walker. “Urban
and poor rural school divisions
share many commoan intcrests
regarding disparity. Several ur-
ban systems, like rural, have low

fiscal capacity. Both urban and
rural school divisions have ahigh
percentage of at-risk children.
Urbansystems have problemsand
costs assoclated with density of
population, and rural system shave
those associated with sparsity.”
Similar groups have won law-
suits attacking education funding
Incquity in Texas, Kentucky and
several other states, notes Walker.
One nationally known specialist
In school law says that Virginia
has stronger provisions regarding
cducation as a fundamental right

dangered in Virginia

in llls constitution than any other -
state, says Walker.

The General Assembly has an
obligation, says Walker, to de-
velop a funding system that will
provide equal funding for cqual
effort in various parts of the state.
This can be accomplished, he
adds, through an infusion of state
funding to the poorer localities
combined with a required local
effort to raise the total of state and
local funding to a fevel compa-
rable to that in the wealthy focali-
ties.



Expert: Inequitable Education
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Funding for public school edu-
cation in Virginia ranges from
about $3,500 to over $8,000 per
pupil. Allowing this disparity to
continue is bad social policy that
threatens the future of Virginia,
says an alliance of poorer school
districts. It is also illegal, warns
the Coalition for Equity in Educa-
tional Funding, which says it will
bring suit to end the disparities
if the governor does not propose
aplan to do so by September 13.

“The Virginia Constitution
makes education a fundamental
right of the people of the Com-
monwealth, says Dr. Kermeth E.
Walker, chairman of the coali-
tion. “The state has an obligation
under its constitution to provide
an educational system will
assure the ‘fullest development'
of the child’s natural talents. This
system must operate for the
‘common’ benefit of all people
‘throughout’ the state.”

Created in 1990, the coalition
has sought to document the
magnitude of disparity in public
school funding in the state.
Walker notes, for example, that
the average salary for teachers
in the top five school divisions in
Virginia was more than $15,000
(70 percent) higher than in the
bottom five school divisions. In
the 1888-80 academic year
affluent school districts spent al-
most $110,000 more per class-
room for the operation of their
schools than poor school dis-
tricts.

If anything, the disparity is ac-
tually greater than it appears,
says Walker, who is superinten-
dent of schools for both Halifax
County and South Boston City
Public Schools. Poorer localities,
he argues, have a higher percen-
tage of children from poverty-
stricken and dysfunctional
homes. “These children need
more educational help just to
have an even chance, but tragi-
cally the school systems they are

Endangers Virginia’s Future

in have less to offer than their
more affluent neighbors,” he

says.

Thirty-eight school divisions
and the Virginia Education As-
sociation now belong to the
gchool funding coalition.#ms is
not surprising, says Walker.
“Urban and poor rural school di-
visions share many common in-
terests regarding disparity Sev-
eral urban systems, like the
rural, have low fiscal capacity.

" Both urban and rural school divi-

sions have a high percentage of
at-risk children. Urban systems
have problems and costs as-
sociated with density of popula-
tion, and rural systems have
those associated with sparsity.”

Similar groups have won law-
buits attacking education fund-
ing inequity in Texas, Kentucky
and several other states, notes
Walker. One nationally known
specialist in school law says that
Virginia has stronger provisions
regarding education as a funda-
mental right in its constitution
than any other state, says
Walker. Other experts, he adds,
have concluded that the funding
disparity actually became worse
in the 3088-88 school year.

The General Asvsvemhly has an
obligation, says Walker, to de-
velop a funding systemn that will
provide equal funding for equal
effort in various parts of the
state. This can be accomplished,
he adds, through an infusion of
state funding to the poorer
localities combined with a re-
quired local effort to raise the
total of state and local funding
to a level comparable to that in
the wealthy localities.
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Inequity in school funding threatens future
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Inequity continues;
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In closing I am reminded of two pieces that haunt me, motivate me
in this area of thought. One, in my freshman philosophy course.
at Hendrix College in Arkansas, Dr. Ellis repeatedly pounded the
table in his quest to motivate us to go out into the world and

face the adversity necessary to make positive change, admenishing

. us to remember that saying Erom THE PRINCE: "There is nothing

more difficult to take in hand, more perilous to conduct, or more

uncertain in its success than to take the lead in the

introduction of a new order of things." We have not a choice,

we must take this moment in time. to.introduce a new oxrder for our.

families. For as Governor Clinton said back in 1987 as we closed.

our year’s work on MAKING AMERICA WORK:

[y * e . 4 v .
Anmerica won’t work if Americans can’t work, or learn, or believe

o

————

in the promise of tomorrov.

G

fgqmph//;rEach of us must have‘éhe courage to always be changing, to
\

recognize mistakes, to abandon what doesn’'t work, to challenge
ourselves to do better. Concern for people~ all people with

their own hopes/dreams/potentials- must start at the top ~ but it

can't end there. We must empower clients or customers, parents, ,
friends, advocates, neighborhoods, communities and voluntary _ ‘
organizations across this great nation to do what our people .£§§m
need. The President can and will, take the lead but only youprTan:- v
complete the task. We will work- with you. We won't always .
succeed, and we won't always be able to do everything that you - “ﬁﬂﬂ

and wve -~ would want.
0}0@
Zt&

But I can promise you this....we will never relent in our effort*
to give every person a chance to develop fully. Because at the.
end of_ Biii—€iinten'c—eacond-term—eat—the ddwrrof—rche—tirird s

I want to be able to say to Hamp Rasco and Mary-
Margaret Rasco and to all the children of America ~--with a clear
conscience and a full heart....I did my best. And I want all of"
you at this meeting to join me in being able to look at one
another and say: We did our best.

-~

WWAK 11041 ,
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I am very pleased and honored to be before you today. Never in
my years of government to date have I spoken or even thought
about speaking before a group with this many journalists present.
But when your invitation came, and I took the opportunity to
learn more about the American Forum, I could not even think about
NOT coming....one of my most strongly held feelings about my work
here is to look for ways to better reach outside the beltway, and
quite frankly even outside the more traditional "outside the
beltway"‘groups~for input. Your work is gquite impressive and I
hope today will be the beginning of a partnership between
us...you the American Forum and our Domestic Policy staff and
Council membership. Along those lines let me remark that I
consider our staff very accessible and encourage you to utilize
my office AND me to be put in contact with individuals/agencies
with whom yoﬁ wish tomdialogﬁe. I also believe your Board at a
national level could be a valuable tool for two way communication
between your organization and thus the citizens of this country,
particularly those interested in'grass roots change AND our
administration and so I encourage a call from your Board at
regular intervals if you are interested in sitting down to

discuss items of mutual interest.



You know, if you’re like me, a luncheon speaker after the session
described just priér to this one where I have a feeling you heard
impressive successes, well a\uncheon épeaker is sometimes a
nuisance...you want to TALK about what you have heard about from
each state, assimilate it before moving on to the afternoon
agenda...so I’11 try to add to that assimilation and agenda of
things to think about, be quﬂﬁé and allow you to continue your

conversation with one another.

During my short number of years as a classroom teacher and
elementary counselggé, during my volunteer days in Little Rock
when I worked on f%oster care, juvenile justice, and adult
probation issues, thrbugﬁht my 20 years of parenting and
advocating for a child labbelled as cerebral palsied and retarded
as well as through 15+ years of actively working in

government....throughout all of this I have mourned most two
things ) 4 v ST
sexd coutds conacelinily Ay foppens g

An increasing poverty of ignited and positive spiritLthméyuﬁ _

particularly in children

Professionals’ piecemeal views of individuals, families and

7
communities



In 1986=87, then Governor Clinton was the chairman of the
National Gavernors’ Association. Like his predecessor, Governor
Clinton decided to have a theme for the year. He/taiked long and .
hard about moving the next step from the education project of the
previous year. And he talked about how it must be an integration
of Human Development and Economic Opportunity....and it wasn‘t
easy convineing people inside and outside the organization that
the twe should be integrated. Governor Clinton pushed and the
project "Making America Work" was one of two parts: one called
JOBS, GROWIH AND COMPETITIVENESS and one called BRINGING DOWN THE
BARRIERS, barriers which included welfare, teen pregnancy, adult
literacy issues, substance abuse, and school dropouts. It all
sounds fairly familiar doesn’t it? And yet, the dialcgue began -
-- and with each passing year I see mare people making that
connection, that need for integration more solidly- but it is not.
happening guickly enough. I believe this is the greatest
"'reinventing” that must ocecur at a policy and program
implementation level...we must continue to look hard at how we do

business differently to make the integration real.



The Clinton administration has been committed from the beginning
Hy
b

. ‘ Ul Citaens
to a reinvention of government oé&?ﬁfxlles....as you look over

our key domestic accomplishments, "family" is central:

-an economic package and indicators which show a good beginning:
inflation is down, interest rates are down, the deficit is dawn,
investment is up. And in the last 10 wmonths, this economy has
produced more jobs in the private sector than in the previous

four years.

~the Family Leave Law which says you can’t be fired if you take a

little time off when a baby is born or a parent is sick.

~a reform of the collge loan program and national service - all
designed to give more Americans a chance to broaden the
availability of further education while in many cases giving
those citizens a chance to serve their communities at home, to

help repair the frayed bonds of community.
-a change in the Earned Income Tax Credit which on April 15th

will give between 15 million and 18 million working famliies on

modest incomes a tax cut, not a tax increase.
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-the introduction of a comprehensive health care reform plan that

guarantees health security to all Americans.

BUt we must do more....we MUST do more,

As President Clinton said a 34 z in

Memphis..."I do not believe we can repalr the basic fabric of

society until people who are willing to wo:k'have work. Work

organizes life. It gives structure and discipline to life. It.
. gives meaning and self-esteem to peoplé who are parents. It

givas a role model to chiidrenf

Further...we cannot, I submit to you, repair the American
community and restore the American family until we provide the
structure, the value, the discipline and the reward that work

gives.

And finally he said that, yves, we will deal with the ravages of .
crime and drugs and violence, BUT "unless we recognize that it’s
due to the breakdown of the family, the community and the

disappearance of jobs...and unless we say some of this cannot ba:

»

done by government because we have to reach deep inside to the |, 4

values, the spirit, the soul and'thg truth of human nature...none-

of the other things we seek to da will ever take us where we nead

to go."



No, it can’t be done by government PROGRAMS in the traditional
sense but we in government need help in thinking through how we .
best stimulate this process of individual, family and community

healing and growth, that is where real reinvention must occur.

I am reminded i mwemsiky-on a constant basis of what an elderly
physiéal therapist who had dedicated her life to young disabled
children told me early in my son’s life...she said, "carol, I
don’t know a lot of philosophy or theory about programs for
children like Hamp, but I think the best thing I can tell you as.
a parent is to remember the words of Joseph Addison, an essayist,

poet "Everyone must have

Something to do

Someone to love

Something to hope for.*

And how right she was and is in the case of not only Hamp; but.

people with whom I‘’ve worked with and worked for....and so at

each age of life in our quest to reinvent how we approach s

! () .
p we must ask

What de they have to do? If a young child, what is the preschool

program available? <Can they play, dance, sing, and soar? If a
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child,” is school relevant? 'Is gchool safe? I was struck €RiZ
mcrnin§§§§ ent to my door to gét the paper. My daughter, in
‘an attempt to make SURE I didn’t forget to call her school early
“Hagd T

“thRig—aTw. m@nklet them know she would not be there due to illness
u&ﬁdﬁ ﬁﬁlfjf
had left me a note in front of the door so that I 1dn“t mis

it....we hadUgggig&gi}oundtggdﬁﬁ%&%ht becausg she didn’t WANT to

2
aun f Sy ded hawwe fepe Y
stay home [rom schoolk..and then I opened the door and the

Wwashington Post stares back at me: ACROSS U.S., SCHOOLS ARE
FALLING APART. Now, this particular article was about the

physical condition of the school plants but I bet you know what I
e ————

thouqht. - o acl JC

Qgﬁjammn\ﬂhssaéﬁx}.and as I read it I thought of the key phrase I

learned in an otherwise lgadequate higher educational experience

designed to prepare me to teach elementary school...I was taught -

there are two educations, one should teach 'us how to make a
living‘and the other how to live. Wa do téo far little of
heeding that maxim.- B

Until ocur communities get as fired ﬁp aboﬁt,our schools as

we/they do about athletic teams, car manufacturing plant

locations, Olympic sites, etc. we won’t have a good answer to the

"

question: What have we given the children - young and adolescent

to DO?

And for adults: What do they have to do? - o i

dobs - -



vt be Wogued, Whed

‘ Economic security,eft®refopes can no longer be found
in a particular job. It must be rooted in a continuing.capacity
to learn new things. That means we must have a system of life
long learning beginning with higher standards in our schools.

Now, we are trying to adopt a whole new approach in
our national effort to raise standards in education. We believe
the right standard for America isn't whether we are better than
we were, but whether we're the best in the world. This cannot be
a Democratic or a Republican concern ~-- it must be an American
imperative. We know we have to expect more of our students and
our schools, we have to regqulate their details less, but hold
them to higher standards and measure whether our kids are really

learning enough to compete and win in the global economy.



doos
Number 2: Somecne to love...and we all know that before you can
love another, you must love yourself. Think about children’s ,
: . b
m
faces you’ve seen in s poor nelghbcrhoods,,\adults you‘ve S@(l%

duﬂm,wi ity O hourng
passed on'iégée street;ﬁ%..do they have nuch to 1ove about o{mu

themselves? Many den’t and therefore we can‘t truthfully expect ;

the love to flow ocutward. u\i,l.d)(ﬂﬁf\) LU’{ Ot Q, O MQI/[ Wﬁf
oo pards unalble o prowde Sve ldi, iy
Number 3: Something to hope for....My daughter who didn‘t want (Jhdﬂt
to miss a day of the eighth grade today has many hopes and I both (&4
thrive in that gleam of hope in her eyes constantly look for ways (1
to nurture and keep that sparkie present,...help ne, help our Qﬂﬂﬁﬁ?ﬂ‘

administration look for ways to create that hope for all citizens

of this great country. o gggl&q

§‘
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‘Q\ub*‘rhe Clinton Administration led with an economic package that
addressed the health of our economy....we are NOW saying to the

American people - join with us in looking at the health of people
and together we can make a difference.

the dialogue and make certain we will serve people appropriately,
fully within this plan. But first and foremost, let's seize the
moment, join our voices and hard work by looking at those things
ALL people need within a health plan and stand together on what

people - all people - first require.

Health Securitv: The Principles

Security. Every Ame:‘iganwiil receive 2
Health Security Card that guaramees yol

a comprehensive package of benefits tha:

can never be taken away. If you lose
your job, move, or get sick, youre
covered. That's not true today.

Savings. To control health care costs
we're going to spend smarter and make
health pians compete for your business.
We're going to cap how fast your health
premiums can go up, eliminate wasteful
spending, and crack down on fraud.

i ! i ide free
Onality. We're going to prm{ide '
preventive care, give you the mformgnpx
you need to choose, and invest in tram‘m
more family doctors. We'll make what's
best about American health care better.

These are principles upon which I hope you will join us with

ingsistence.
and work hard for

those things u
an pon which
antagéigg gurselves to fracture this debatzeb
. Ch that only focuses on the areas of

ice. We're going 1o preserve your
?;;“gchoose your doctor. Many
people, in fact, will have increased
choices, including a traditional fee-for-
service pian that too many of us are
denied.

Simplicity. We're going t0 streamiine
the paperwork that's choking you and
your doctors and nurses. Simplifying
forms and cutting back on regulations
will give doctors more time to spend
caring for you.

Responsibility. Everyone should

contribute to health care. Right now, -

we all pay for those who dont take
ity. It's time to say:
"No one shouid get a free ride.”

Mook prvudy
| éﬁ“

o
o
ot
ALY

Yes, you should join in

we can come together
can all agree and
eyond success with
disagreement.

%M)\ .
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Health security frees up a family for

hopes and dreams, safer streets help free children to look at

what education can be for them....but untreated ear infections,

uncorrected vision problems, lack of immunizations, school.

buildings in AMERICA where cﬁildren must wear their coats in

order to be warm enough to even begin to pay attantionr..an ggyu Cﬂﬁwﬂ

wonder where hope has gone? CJLUZﬁ%
Tl

In the Enterprise Zone legislation we have an opportunity to EZE£§?QQQ7

our real commitment to reinvention....will we truthfully \;% ‘

recognize the need for integration of human development and uﬁaﬁ

economic opportunity? Will we work hard to listen to the

communities chosen, follow their lead on how much assistance -they

need and want, and look for ways to intervene very differently
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from before? ways that seek to assist individuals te reach down
inside themselves? Or will we simply designate the zones, the

communities and sit here waiting on quarterly reports, make a

site visit or two.

To put things bluntly, it isn‘t often we see in a community
whether a block, a zone, in the power centers of a large city, in
the boardroom, public or private...it’s neot often we find social
workers, health care outreach personnel, early childhoocd and K=12
front line educators, government workers and "big business" typas.
sitting down together....ecach hag had their own niche and seldom
the twain have met. I submit to you that until each side - human
development and economic development are willing to sit at a

, (P L
common table - real reinvention of government for tamilies will

9



not occur. We can make application procedures simpler for
families seeking help, we can legislate incentives and tax
credits, we can give health security, we can write more
meaningful standards for our students... all on the one side
known as human development and we can talk about investments,
deficits, inflation,‘job creation, etc. on the econonic
development side but until we recognize that giving people at

every age

(1) something to do:

(2) someone to love; and

(3) something to hope for

are all a part of a mandatory whole just gs people and.families

and communities are both parts and "whole" entities"..,

Wwe will not have accomplished the task before us.
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American Forum

Strategic % Conference

Friday. December 10, 1993
National Press Club

525 - 14th Btreet, NW
Waphington, DU
Hain Lounge

1¢:00 - 10:15 Opening session...walcone and overview

[ )
10:15 - 10:55 sputure of America's Newspapers®

Suest Speaker:

Carl Zessions steapp

University of Maryland, College of Journalism

former reporter & editor with the Charlotte Observer

10:55 - 12:00 | Introductione By Individual State Forums
Report on suceegsges and challenges
State Chairs and Representatives
Introduction of state members

First Amendment Roonm
12:00 - 1:30 ~ LUNCE

“pomestic Policy Priorities Under the Clinton Admingtration®
Lunchecn speaker
Carol Raaco .
Domestic¢ Policy Advisor to President Clinton

i1:45 - 4:00 *The Changing Role of Media®
Moderator:
Larry Rirkman, Benton Foundation

Part I: New Technologies
Joff Chegtar, Center for Media Bducaticn
Frank Daniels III, Raleigh News & Observer

Part II: Community and Divergity
Paul Delaney. University of Alabama.
8chool of Journalism
Ellen Hume, Annenberg Washington Program

Zenger Room

4:00 « 6:00 Reception
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6:00 - 7:30

6:30

9:00 - 20:00 am

10:00 - 12:00

[

12:00 - 1:30

1:30

1 B@@ 2Ss8733

Happy hour. ...
Screening and discussiocn of "Uprising of ’34v

Dinger on one's own . . .

Sumuhxy{ December 12, 1993 |

wuw Initiacives rFanel
Fotential w/ radio

-Karl Bren radic program in VA
Potential w/ tv

-Tom Turnipsesd program in SC
Potential with cable

~George Stoney, Profesgor of Film, NYU
Co-Producer, "Uprizing of ‘34"
public access advocate

Finalize plan t4++
Criteria that must be met before expansiom
~= in Southern region
-« into new region
- Qoals

Lunck and Guast Panelists
Bow Advocacy Qroups can take Advsmtage of
Natiomal Conferepce of State Legislators

Opportunities at New Orleane

Mary Delonis, Capibcl Perspectives
Naila Bolus, Women Legislators’ Icbby

Closing zeﬁazks

KA A A AR T AR R RN AR E AN AR RTTEARAIRE S ATRRRR AR IR P bbbk A bbb h s

‘Board meeting to review September vote and other

policy issues raised at conference

=
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I am very pleased and hdnored\to be before you today. Never in
my years of government to date have I spoken or even thought
about speaking before a group with this many journalists present.
But when your invitation came, and I took the opportunity to
learn more about the American Forum, I could not even think about
NOT coming....one of my most strongly held feelings about my wérk
here is to look for ways to better reach outside the beltway, and
quite frankly even outside the more traditional "outside the
beltway" groups for inpht. Your work is quite impressive and I
hope today wili be the beginning of a partnership_between
us...you the American Forum and our Domestic Policy staff and
Council membership. Along those linés let me remark that I
consider our staff véry accessible and encourage you to utilize
my office AND me to be put in contact with individuals/agencies
with whom you wish to dialogue. I also believe your Board at a
national level could be a valuable tool fof two way communication
between your organization and thus the citizens of this country,
particularly those interested in grass roots change AND' our
administration and so I encourage a call from your Board at
regular infervals if you are interested in sitting down to

discuss ‘items of mutual interest.
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You know, if you’re like me, a luncheon speaker after the session

aescribed just prior to this one where I have a feeling you heard

impressive successes, well a\uncheon speaker is sometimes a

nuisance...you want to TALK about what you have heard about from

each state, assimilate it before moving oﬁ to the éfternoon

agenda...so I’11 try to add to that assimilation and agenda of

things to think about, be quﬁgé and allow you to continue your

conversation with one another.

During my short number of years as a classroom teacher and
elementary counselggé, during my volunteer days in Little Rock
when I worked on foster care, juvenile justice, and adult
probation issues, througHut my 20 years of parenting and
advocating for a child labbelled as cerebral palsied and retarded
as well as through 15+ yeérs of actively working in

government....throughout all of this I have mourned most two

thingsa) couldy W M%WW}“@ .

An increasing poverty of ignited and positive spiritL})fﬁgpfh —_—

particularly in children

Professionals’ piecemeal views of individuals, families and

communities
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nvanﬁian of'govnrnmengmggé:ta:11}&33..‘aw ycu 1oﬂh

‘b@f aey dUMthLL chpmp_iﬁhmants, “fah y" is central:

s o . . :

o

iﬁf@atiwn is down, lntareﬁt tat@s 3r dawn, the def;cz; iz ﬁnwn,

i ‘:“”

;u.-f..

'~thént s up . And'in the Aast 10 muntha, this 9Pﬁu0m” has

vadua ed more jobs in- the private gectcr tHar in'the pravious

}f@ut yaars.

L Ltiﬁ tlﬁe pﬁf Qheﬁ e dby ig barn ﬁr a Dd“ﬁl ié sick.

i refé;m ﬂL thé ell;eylo n prﬁgram and‘,a€§Qn§1~serviﬁa:: all * | f]z*
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In 1986-87, then Governor Clinton was the chairman of the

National Governors’ Assoclation. Like;his.predecesaor, Governéf .
Clinton decided to have a theme for_tﬁe yéar, He télked long‘and?”
hard about mov1ng the next step from the educatlon project of the’
previous vear. And he talked about how it must be an 1ntegratlonk
of HumanADevelopment and Economic Opportunity....and it wasn’‘t
easy convincing people inside and outside the oryanization that
the two should be inteqratadf/lGovérnor Clinton pushed and the
project "Maklnq Amerlca wOrk" was one oOf two parts: one called

JOBS, GROW[H AND COMPETITIVENESb and one called BRINGING DOWN THE}

o .

' BARRIFRS, banrlers which included welfare, teen pregnancy, adult

literacy issues, substance abuse, and schoel dropouts. It all

Asounds fairly familiar doesn’t it? And yet, the dialogue began -

R Lmam e s s v + o PRI

* BT
CDnnPPC1Dn, that need for 1n*ﬂgrat1an more solidly~ but it is not"
happening quiékly enough. I believe this is the greatest
"reinventing" that must occur at a policy and program

implementation level...we must continue to look hard at how we Qo

‘business differentlykto make the integration real.

R
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The Clinton admir

L

b Al o s,

to a reinvention of government'ggr fawilies....as you look over

N

our key domestic accomplishments, “"family" is c¢entral:

~an economic package and indicatérs which show a good beginning:
inflation is dowﬁ, intefest rates are down, the deficit is down,
investment is wup. And in the last 10 ﬁdnths, this economy has
produced more jobs in the private éector than in the previous

four years, C

~-the Family Leagé“taw which says you can’t be fired if you take a
little time;off when a baby is born or a parent is sick.
~a reform of the collge loan program and national service - all

designed to give mere Americans a chance to broaden the

Loa gt \;»,n,y,:-tT [EE TR T Y

“availability of further education while in many cases giving
those cltizens a chance to serve their communities at home, to

help repalr the frayed bonds of community.

-a change in the Earned Incomg Tax Credit which on April 15th
will give between 15 million and 18 million working famliies on

modest incomes a Tax cut, not a tax increase.

PRESERVATION PHOTOCOPY



-the lntrodubtion of a comprehen51ve health care reform plan that

guaranteee health securlty to all Amerlcans.

BUut we must do nore....we MUSY do more,

As President Clinton said a

Memphis..."I do not be;ieﬁé we can repair the basic fabric of
society until peop}é/who are willing to work have work. Work

-

organizes life.” It gives structure and discipline to life. it
giveg meaning and self-esteen to people who are parents., [t

givas a rele model to children.

Further.. we cannot, I"suBmit ts’ Y&, repair’ the American: :
community and restore the Amefican family until we provide the
structure, the valus, the disciplineg and the reward that w0rk
»gives. | |

and finélly he said that, ves, we will deal with the ravagés of -
crime and drugs and violenceg, BUT "unless wg/&ecagnize that it‘s
dué to the breakdown of the family; the ccﬁ%unity and the
disappearance of jobs.;.aﬁd unless we say some of this cannot be
done by government beéause we na&e to reach deep inside to the

values, the gpirit, the. soul and the truth of human nature...nane

PRESERVAT FON PHOTOCOPRY
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‘No, it uan't be %
senﬁe but we in gavernment need help in thlnhlng thlough haw we'"
"best~at1mulate this prOuES& of indlv1dual famxly and communlty

heaang and qrawth,éthat is where reél remnventlan must @ccap;

.on a constant basis of what an elderlﬁ“

T am reminded

physical therapist‘who had dedicated her life to young‘disablvﬁf
children told me early in my som’s life...she said, "carol, I
don’t know a lot of philosophy or theory about pfogram& for
children like Hamp, but I t@}nk the best thing 1 can tell yoﬁ»as
a parent is to remembe;«tﬁgfwords of Joseph Addison, an essayist,

peet. "Everyone must- have
Something to do

somaone to love

N e g eyl P

Something to hope for.'

And how right she was and is in the case of not only Hamp, but
) ) P . v
people with whom I’ve worked with and worked for....and so at

each age of life in our guest to reinvent how we approach Sk

What deo they have to do? If a young child, what is the preschool

program availl: , sing,. and soar? 1f a

PRESERVATION PHOTOCORY
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stslgned to prnpare me to teach elementary scnool...i was taught

child,” is school ralevant? Is sdhaol<safe? I was atruck~£§m$;
merana‘\ I went to my door to get the paper. Myndaughter, irm’

an attenpt to make g

Hagd o

URE I didn’t fcrget to call her school early
wERre—aT. ﬂgnklet them know she would not be there due to lllness

had left me a note in front of the door so that I woulﬂn’t m;ss
it....we-hadg%§%€20g£}oundtggé@ﬁ%ﬂé&%gbecause she didn‘t WANT to
'
stay hone Exom s;hoolk..and then I copened tn& dooﬂ and the
Washlngton Post staras bagx/at ma: ACROSS U.S., SCHGOLS ARE
ALLING APART. 'Now, this particular' article was about the

physical uonditlon of the school plants but I bet you knaw what 1
————-——"""/ ) )

thqught... (A NG
Ry 5 X4y ;.gnd as I read it T thought of the key phrase I

St

Iearhed in an cherwiseikgadequate higher educational axperience

e
3

rhere are two educations, one ahould teauh us hcw ta maka a
living and the other how to live. We do too far ilttle of
heeding that maxim. ;

Until our communities get as fired up about cur schoovls as
we/they do abmﬁt'athletim teamé, car manufacturing piant
loaatiohs; Olympic sites, etc. we won’t have a good answer to Lhe
question{ What have we'giQen»the children - young and adolescent

e ey
o NI .

znd for adults: What do they have to de? .

b

PRESERVATION PHOTOCOPY
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§,\~ et HeognL «aft ol L o
i Economic security Qﬁhﬁxeﬁg tes can . no longer be found
ff“’g;‘ ina particular job. It must: be rooted in.a continuing capacity - -
s to Tearn new things. " That means we must have a system of life’

o w1_9ng learning beqinning with higher standards in our schools.

et

@

Now, we are trying to adopt a whole new approach in
our national effort to raise standards in education. We believe
the right standard for America.isn't whether we are better than
we were, but whether we're the best in the world. ' This cannot be
a Democratic or a Republican concern -- it must be an American
imperative. We know we have to expect more of our students and
our schools, we have to regulate their details less, but hold
- them to higher standards and measure whether our kids are. really .
learning ‘enough to compete and win in' the global economy.
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admmn;stratloﬂ

Number 2: Someéone to love...and we al)l know that before you can

love another, you must love yourself. Think abQut children’s .

faces you’ve seen in ;;sga pcgr'ﬁeiqhborboodsgﬂadultsmyéu’ve
| « dotlen " Corumundly or hourngdd @w,%
passed on'éﬁﬁém streetsﬁ%..do thay have much to love about y

themselves? Many don’t and therefore we can’t truthfully expect
the love to flow outward. Q)Q/\LLW) W’(Wi Q} MW’W
v oL WWM% provule S uldip, o

Number 3: uQWGthlnq toe hope for....My daughter who dldn Lt want

/

to miss a day ef the eighth grade today has many hopes and I both

thrive in that gleam cf hope_in her eyes constantly look ﬁgr WAYS

d

te nuriure anufheep that sparkle present ...help me, help our

¥ -

D

“1e Eeme WEVS to Creatg tndt hcxpe for all \.»lt-i E.ﬂ;”

- . 53 [

of this great: ' ‘ \

PRESERVATION PHOTOCOPY
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Security. Every American will receive 2

"“Health Security Card that guarantees you
¥a comprehensive package of benefits tha:
', can never be taken away. If you lose-

our job, move, or get sick, yoq‘rq
covered.: That's not true today. .

we're going to spend smarter and make

best about American health care better.

it -

. These are
- insistence. /77

health plans compete for your business.
** We're going to cap how fast your health
/.. premiumns can go up, eliminat e_:wasteﬁxl‘_ ful
;' spending, and crack down on fraud. -

SR T 7F&S§i~:f T S
" ihﬂ*Thé Clinton Administration led:with a > P :

i, addressed the health: of our economy....we are NOW saying to the
"American people - join with us in looking at the health of people
' and together we can make a difference. Yes, you should. join in-
‘the dialogue and make certain we- will serve people appropriately;.
"fully within this plan. But first and foremost, let's seize the

moment, join our voices and. hard work by looking at those things
- ALL people need within a health plan

' 'ealfh Secuntv The Fﬁhci les ;'g o
A
|

. denied.

Quality. We're going to pr'mfide free '

BiN preventive care, give you the Amfogma.t:?z. 'v
you need to choose, and invest in traimn b
 more family doctors. We'll make what's - |-© ..

" - we all pay for those wh‘o‘d_on‘t take

L IRy o
.

L

Choice. We're going to preserve your -,
right to choose your doctor. Many -~ ..¢

people, in fact, will have mcreased
choices, including a traditional fee-for-

service plan that too mgny'gfus are

Simplicity. “We're goiiig to streamline .
" the paperwork that's choking you and -
| : " your doctors and nurses. Simplifying
: iay_l_l_aga “To control health care costs . | -

forms and cutting back on regulations

- will give doctors more time to spend .
" - caring for you. SR

n ibi!i ‘ Everypne ?pould |
contribute to health care. Right now,

responsibility. It's imeto say: . - - :

*No one should geta free ﬁ@e,'

P

pring‘ig%e"s"EPQQ*\wh‘iqh I. hqée»‘ you will join us with

s we can come to
Ve > frac F -We can all agre
S . ' re
88. to fracture this debate_beyopg sucgess withﬁi

S

e and. |

o
Y
\

o Sl e

h“eécnoﬁic’béckégeffhat"

» - and stand together on what
. pé0pl§‘—4a1l‘people - first require. S : - '

gethery

I

N

o
ottt
S

&.



s up a family for

hopes” and dreams, safer streets help free Children teo look at
what education can be for them....but untreated ear infections,
uncorrected vision problems, lack of immunizations, school

¢
S

puildings in AMERICA where children must wear their coats in

LA

and we

g

In the Enterprise Zone 19q1s ation we thP an opportunity to test

order to be warm enough to even begin to pay attentionr

wonder where hope. has gone?

our real commitment to,rélnventlon;.,,will we truthfully ‘ \;% "

reccgnize the need for inteégration of human development and

gconomic opportﬁnity? Williwe work hard te listen to the
communities chosen, fcllow their lead on how much assistance they

‘nead 2nd want, a R ‘ ‘rvene very differently

PRESERVAT ION PHOTOCOPY



from before? ways. that seek to assist lndlvxduais to reach down
2inside»themselves; Or w1ll we Smely designate tha zcnes, the

communltlea and sit here waltlng on quarterly reports, make a

site visit or twe. A ‘ : o o

e o .
To put things by /¢ .=l c-uieen W See 1N a community

e

whether a block, a zone, in the power centers of a large city, in

the boardfoom,vguﬁiic or private...it’s not eften we find social

workers, health care outreach personnel, early childhood and K-12
front line educators, government workers and "big business" types
sittinq down together....each has had their own niche and seldonm

Wi+ « the taain have met. I submit to you that until each side f‘human

development and economic development are willing to sit at a
. S edlP L

common table - real reinvention of govermment for tamilies will

L

PRESERVATION PHOTQOCOPY
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not Bécur. We can make application preocedures simpler for

families seeking hélp, we can_legislate‘incentives and tax

credits, we can give health security, we.can write more

i

meaningful standards for our students...

known : bout investments,
deficits, inflaﬁion, job ¢reation, etc.3on}tﬁ§ economic
development side but until we recognize that giving people at

every age -

(1) something to qu'

-

(2) someone to love; and ‘ S

{3) something to hope for

[ . . -

are all a part of a mandatory whole just as people and families

and communities are both parts and “whole® entities™...

e B

we will not =% vha vask before us,

@
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In closing T am. remlndau u¢u% nt nme, mot;vate me

in this area of thought. Ona, in my gphllosmpny course
at Hendrix College ih'grkansas, Dr. Ellis repeatedly pounded the

world and.

uncertain in

e have not a choice,

introdﬁction of a new orderfdf
wa must take this moment ln time to lntroduge a new order for our

familiec. For as Govetnor Cllnton said back in 1982 as we closed

our year'’s work on NAKINu AMERLCA WORK: |
i 1 -3 2 : r-helieve

America ffiif work if Amellcags ;an't work, or learn, be ‘

in the promise of tomorrow,.

: \ Each of us must have‘§he courage to always be changing, to

0 //;rrecogniZe‘mistakes, to abandon what doesn't work, to challenge

;b}p ourselves to do better. Concern for people- all people with
their own hopes/dreams/potentials- must start at the top - but it
can't end there. We must empower clients or customers, parents,

friends, advocates, neighborhoods, communities and voluntary _ | e
organizations across this great nation to do what our people &
need. The President can and will take the lead but only'youa% U?
complete the task. We will work with you.. We won't always-

succeed, and we won't always be able to do everything that you - \ .

and we - would want. . , .

Q&“ﬂ%{m& But I can promise you this....we will never relent in our effort \ﬂ&@u
to give every person a chance to develop fully.. Because at the -
end oﬁ,Bi%%—eiéatea—s—secand—%efm——&t—therdawnrtﬂ?- Vﬁq +me)yb
LKLQTRL I want to be able to say to Hamp Rasco and Mary-
Margaret Rasco and to all the children of America ~---with a clear
. conscience and a full heart....I did my best. And I want all of
q&&tM\ you at this meeting to join me in being able to look at one
another and say: We did our best. : }

m/\k Z/{ PRESERVATION PHOTOCOPY'
(3‘““ / . :
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